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Q.1)  

Ans) b 

Exp) The recent controversy surrounding CBI – a) Tussle between two top most officials of 

CBI; b) Withdrawal of consent from Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal to CBI to enter these 

states.  

Explanation) Statement 1 is correct. The Central Bureau of Investigation traces its origin 

to the Special Police Establishment (SPE) which was set up in 1941.  Superintendence of the 

S.P.E. was vested with the War Department. Even after the end of the War, the need for a 

Central Government agency to investigate cases of bribery and corruption by Central 

Government employees was felt. The Delhi Special Police Establishment (DSPE) Act was 

therefore brought into force in 1946. This Act transferred the superintendence of the SPE to 

the Home Department and its functions were enlarged to cover all departments of the Govt. 

of India. 

Statement 2 is correct. The original DSPE Act provided for a selection committee, for the 

Director of CBI, comprising of CVC as the Chairperson, 2 Vigilance Commissioners and 

Secretaries of Home Ministry and Public Governance. This composition of the committee was 

amended by the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act 2013. Now, the selection committee comprises 

of PM (as the Chairperson), Leader of Opposition and CJI or his nominee. 

Statement 3 is incorrect. The jurisdiction of the SPE extended to all the Union Territories 

and could be extended also to the States with the consent of the State Government concerned. 

 

Source) Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 – PRS India.  

http://cbi.gov.in/history.php 

Subject) Polity  

 

 

Q.2)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Due to extreme climatic disasters over last two years, Himalayan ecosystem is in news 

in context of effect of climate change.  

Explanation) Statement 1 is correct. Temperate zone of Himalayas lies between altitude of 

2500-3300 metres. Here avg. annual temperature is anywhere between 12 -14 C with 100-

300 cm of precipitation. This paves way for broad leaved evergreen forests and the conifers 

in this zone. 

Statement 2 and 3 are correct. Alpine habitats are referred to high Himalayas (3000-4000 

metres) here owing to less amount of precipitation and required temperature for tree growth 

latter is usually absent with dense presence of shrubby forests and dry xerophytic vegetation. 

Ladakh due to high aridity largely supports dry temperate forests. 

 

Source) Geography of India - R.C Tiwari 

Subject) Environment, Biodiversity and Climate Change  

 

 

Q.3)  

Ans) d 

Exp) This was a first All India Financial Inclusion Survey.  

Explanation) Statement 1 is correct. 88.1 per cent rural households and 55 percent 

agricultural households reported having a bank account. 

Statement 2 is correct. NABARD All India Financial Inclusion Survey (NAFIS), conducted 

by National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD), revealed that farm 

http://cbi.gov.in/history.php
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households register higher income than the families solely dependent on non-farm livelihood 

activities in rural areas. 

Statement 3 is correct. 20.1 percent agricultural households as against 18.9 percent non-

agricultural households have subscribed to pension schemes 

 

Source) https://www.nabard.org/PressReleases-article.aspx?id=25&cid=554&NID=43 

Subject) Social Development  

 

 

Q.4)  

Ans) a 

Exp) The National Clean Air Programme (NCAP), which was formally unveiled on 10 January, 

is envisaged as a scheme to provide the States and the Centre with a framework to combat 

air pollution. 

Explanation) Statement 1 is correct. The National Clean Air Programme is a pollution 

control initiative that was launched by the Ministry of Environment with the intention to 

cut the concentration of coarse (particulate matter of diameter 10 micrometer or less, 

or PM10) and fine particles (particulate matter of diameter 2.5 micrometer or less, or 

PM2.5) by at least 20% in the next five years, with 2017 as the base year for comparison. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. Following reports by WHO and the air quality data obtained, 102 

cities from 23 States and UTs have been chosen as non-attainment cities. With the 

exception of Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata and Bengaluru, most of those chosen are tier two 

cities. 

 

Source) https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/all-you-need-to-

know-about-national-clean-air-programme/article25969287.ece 

Subject) Pollution and Climate Change   

 

 

Q.5)  

Ans) d 

Exp) An impeachment motion for the removal of CJI Deepak Mishra was recently introduced 

in the Parliament. 

Explanation) Statement 1 is incorrect. The motion for removal of judges can be initiated in 

any of the both houses of the Parliament. Once admitted it doesn’t lapse on the dissolution 

of Lok Sabha.  

Statement 2 is incorrect. On admission of motion to remove a judge, the speaker of the 

chairman (based where the motion is admitted) constitutes a three-member committee to 

investigate into the complaint. It will comprise: (i) a Supreme Court judge; (ii) Chief Justice 

of a High Court; and (iii) a distinguished jurist.  

 

Source) https://www.prsindia.org/theprsblog/explainer-removal-judges-office 

Subject) Polity 

 

 

Q.6)  

Ans) a 

Exp) The government has decided to set up a five-member working committee to look into 

the angel tax issue 

https://www.nabard.org/PressReleases-article.aspx?id=25&cid=554&NID=43
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/all-you-need-to-know-about-national-clean-air-programme/article25969287.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/all-you-need-to-know-about-national-clean-air-programme/article25969287.ece
https://www.prsindia.org/theprsblog/explainer-removal-judges-office
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Explanation) Option (a) is the correct answer. It is a term used to refer to the income tax 

payable on capital raised by unlisted companies via issue of shares where the share price is 

in excess of fair market value of shares sold. It was introduced in 2012 union budget. 

 

Source) https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/finance/et-in-the-

classroom-what-is-angel-tax/articleshow/67202362.cms 

Subject) Economy 

 

 

Q.7)  

Ans) b 

Exp) It's in news because of recent terrorist attack at Pulwama and India’s demand to put 

Pakistan in Black list to stop it from financing Terror groups from its soil. 

Explanation) Statement 1 is incorrect. The FATF recommendations are the internationally 

endorsed global standards against money laundering and terror financing and they increase 

transparency and enable countries to successfully take action against illicit use of their 

financial system. India still has the trade relations with countries that are in FATF greylist 

and blacklist (example: India still has trade relation with North Korea and Iran) 

Statement 2 is correct. If a country is put on the Grey list of FATF it means downgrading 

of the country by multilateral lenders like IMF, World Bank, ADB, EU and also a reduction 

in risk rating by Moody’s, S&P and Fitch. 

 

Source) http://www.fatf-gafi.org/about/membersandobservers/ 

https://www.financialexpress.com/india-news/india-to-give-dossier-to-fatf-detailing-

pakistans-involvement-in-pulwama-attack/1489803/ 

Subject) International Relations  

 

 

Q.8)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Changes have been brought into IIP in 2017. UPSC for past two years has asked 

question from current events dating back to two years.  

Explanation) Statement 1 is incorrect. To reflect the increasing significance of electricity 

generation from renewable sources, it has been decided to include data on electricity 

generation figures from these sources in the new series. 

Statement 2 is in incorrect. Refinery Products has the highest weightage followed by 

electricity generation.  

 

Source) http://www.arthapedia.in/index.php?title=Index_of_Industrial_Production_(IIP)_-

_2011-12_series 

Subject) Economy 

 

 

Q.9)  

Ans) c  

Exp) The RBI has decided to take Bank of India (BoI) and Bank of Maharashtra (BoM) out of 

the Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) 

Explanation) Statement 1 and 2 are correct. Prompt Corrective Action is a quick corrective 

measure taken in case a bank is found to be having low Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR) or 

high NPAs. RBI initiates PCA when CAR goes below 9% or NPA rises above 10%. 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/finance/et-in-the-classroom-what-is-angel-tax/articleshow/67202362.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/finance/et-in-the-classroom-what-is-angel-tax/articleshow/67202362.cms
http://www.fatf-gafi.org/about/membersandobservers/
https://www.financialexpress.com/india-news/india-to-give-dossier-to-fatf-detailing-pakistans-involvement-in-pulwama-attack/1489803/
https://www.financialexpress.com/india-news/india-to-give-dossier-to-fatf-detailing-pakistans-involvement-in-pulwama-attack/1489803/
http://www.arthapedia.in/index.php?title=Index_of_Industrial_Production_(IIP)_-_2011-12_series
http://www.arthapedia.in/index.php?title=Index_of_Industrial_Production_(IIP)_-_2011-12_series
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When RBI initiates PCA against a bank, it puts restrictions on fresh loans and dividend 

distribution. 

Statement 3 is incorrect. It can be applied to private banks as well. Recently IDBI and 

Dhanalakshmi banks were under PCA>  

 

Source) https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/rbi-finmin-spar-over-pca-what-is-

prompt-corrective-action-and-why-are-11-psu-banks-under-it/1360739/ 

Subject) Economy  

 

 

Q.10)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Section 7 of the RBI Act has come into spotlight amid the war between the Central 

government and the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).  

Explanation) Statement 1 is correct. Provision in the RBI Act contained in its Section 7 

says:  

(1) The Central Government may from time to time give such directions to the Bank as it may, 

after consultation with the Governor of the Bank, consider necessary in the public interest.  

Statement 2 is incorrect. Section 7 has never been invoked in history of India.  

The government and RBI have been at 

loggerheads over a few issues for some 

time now. The government believed that 

easing of lending rules for the banks 

under the prompt corrective action (PCA) 

framework could help reduce pressure 

on MSMEs. However, the regulator stood 

its ground arguing that such a move 

would put the clock back and undo 

clean-up efforts. With the credit markets 

tightening after the IL&FS default in 

September, non-banking finance 

companies lobbied the government for 

more liquidity. 

 

Source) https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/et-explains/what-is-section-7-and-

why-is-it-being-seen-as-an-extreme-step-against-the-rbi/articleshow/66442175.cms 

Subject) Economy  

 

 

Q.11)  

Ans) a 

Exp) 2019 marks the 100th year of some of the major events of the freedom struggle including 

the Montague Chelmsford reforms, Rowlatt Act, Jallianwala Bagh massacre. 

Explanation) Option (a) is the correct answer. The Rowlatt Act along with the Press Act was 

repealed on the recommendations of the Repressive Laws Committee in 1922. All the other 

statements are correct.   

The Anarchical and Revolutionary 

Crimes Act of 1919 which is popularly 

known as the Rowlatt Act was passed by 

the Imperial Legislative Council in 

March 1919 to curb the nationalist 

https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/rbi-finmin-spar-over-pca-what-is-prompt-corrective-action-and-why-are-11-psu-banks-under-it/1360739/
https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/rbi-finmin-spar-over-pca-what-is-prompt-corrective-action-and-why-are-11-psu-banks-under-it/1360739/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/et-explains/what-is-section-7-and-why-is-it-being-seen-as-an-extreme-step-against-the-rbi/articleshow/66442175.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/et-explains/what-is-section-7-and-why-is-it-being-seen-as-an-extreme-step-against-the-rbi/articleshow/66442175.cms
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upsurge. Known as the Black Act, it was 

a draconian law that authorised the 

government to imprison any person 

suspected of terrorism without trial and 

conviction in a court of law for up to two 

years. 

 

Source) https://learn.culturalindia.net/rowlatt-act.html 

Subject) Modern History  

 

 

Q.12)  

Ans) b 

Exp) The Constitution (One Hundred and Third Amendment) which aims to provide 

reservation in public employment and higher education for economically weaker sections was 

passed in both the Houses of the Parliament and received Presidential assent during winter 

session of the Parliament.  

Explanation) Statement 1 is incorrect. The reservation in public employment and higher 

education has been provided to economically weaker section of upper class of Indian 

Society. OBC, SC and STs who already have reservation will not benefit from this.  

Statement 2 is correct. The act makes provision for reservation in any educational 

institution, including private institutions, whether aided or unaided, except minority 

educational institutions covered under Article 30(1).  

 

Source) https://www.livelaw.in/top-stories/breaking-economic-quota-bill-103rd-

constitution-amendment-gets-presidents-assent-142064 

Subject) Polity 

 

 

Q.13)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Middle & Central eastern lakes have assumed great importance lately owing to ongoing 

conflicts related to access, climate change and legal status. Thus, knowing the geography of 

the region holds relevance. 

Explanation) Option (c) is the correct answer.  

 

https://learn.culturalindia.net/rowlatt-act.html
https://www.livelaw.in/top-stories/breaking-economic-quota-bill-103rd-constitution-amendment-gets-presidents-assent-142064
https://www.livelaw.in/top-stories/breaking-economic-quota-bill-103rd-constitution-amendment-gets-presidents-assent-142064
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Black Sea is connected with sea of Marmara through strait of Bosphorus. 

Whereas Dead sea and Caspian Sea are completely landlocked water 

bodies. 

 

 

 

 

Source) Oxford Atlas  

Subject) Geography 

 

 

 

 

 

Q.14)  

Ans) c 

Exp) With discussion around possibility of UBI and scope of social welfare in India, the report 

become important.  

Explanation) Option (c) is the correct answer. The International Labour Organization’s 

flagship report, “World Social Protection Report” of the International Labour Organization 

provides a global overview on recent trends in social protection systems, including social 

protection floors. 

 

Source) https://blog.forumias.com/world-social-protection-report-2017-19/ 

Subject) International Relations 

 

 

Q.15)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Banks(lender) are accepting large amount of haircut through insolvency and bankruptcy 

board. 

Explanation) Option (b) is the correct answer. A haircut is the difference between the loan 

amount and the actual value of the asset used as collateral. It reflects the lender's perception 

of the risk of fall in the value of assets.  

But in the context of loan recoveries, it is the difference between the actual dues from a 

borrower and the amount he settles with the bank. 

Lenders opt for haircut when there is absolutely no hope for a recovery and loan is written 

off as one-time settlement. 

 

Source) https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/stocks/news/haircuts-a-way-to-

address-npas-in-banking-system/articleshow/57327210.cms?from=mdr 

Subject) Economy  

 

 

Q.16)  

Ans) a  

Exp) Controversy surrounding MPC as the previous RBI Governor Urjit Patel resigned. 

Explanation) Statement 1 is correct. Unlike in Technical Advisory Committee where RBI 

governor had a veto power, in MPC he has a casting vote in case of a tie but no veto 

power.  

https://blog.forumias.com/world-social-protection-report-2017-19/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/stocks/news/haircuts-a-way-to-address-npas-in-banking-system/articleshow/57327210.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/stocks/news/haircuts-a-way-to-address-npas-in-banking-system/articleshow/57327210.cms?from=mdr
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Statement 2 is incorrect. The members of MPC has a tenure of 4 years and cannot seek 

reappointment after the lapse of their tenure.  

 

Source) http://www.arthapedia.in/index.php?title=Monetary_Policy_Committee_(MPC) 

Subject) Economics  

 

 

Q.17)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Cubesat called Kalamsat-V2, a student-built orbiting laboratory was launched with first 

PSLV satellite launch by India in 2019.  

Explanation) Statement 1 is correct. 

CubeSats are a class of nanosatellites that use a standard size and form factor. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. CubeSats can be deployed as a single unit or in group as a 

constellation.  

 

Source) http://www.asc-csa.gc.ca/eng/satellites/cubesat/what-is-a-cubesat.asp 

Subject) Science and Technology  

 

 

Q.18)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Sahel Region being an important region from climate change and environment refugees’ 

point of view must be acquainted well geographically. 

Explanation) Option (a) is the correct answer. 

 
 

Source) Oxford Atlas and U.N OCHA 

Subject) International Organisation  

 

 

Q.19)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Last year on June 27, 2018, the Ministry of Human Resource Development announced 

its plans to repeal the UGC Act, 1956. There have been demands to replace the UGC with a 

new body called the Higher Education Commission of India. Hence, any commission or report 

relating to education might be asked. In 2018, UPSC asked about Wood’s Despatch. 

Explanation) In 1882-83, the Hunter Education Commission was set up to review the 

progress of education in the country.  

http://www.arthapedia.in/index.php?title=Monetary_Policy_Committee_(MPC)
http://www.asc-csa.gc.ca/eng/satellites/cubesat/what-is-a-cubesat.asp
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Statement 1 is correct. The earlier commissions had ignored the primary and secondary 

education, the Hunter Commission laid emphasis on these two areas. The recommendations 

included: transfer of control of primary education to newly set up district and municipal 

boards; 

Statement 3 is incorrect. Focus on primary and secondary education and primary 

education to be imparted through vernacular languages; emphasis on women education; 

literary and vocational education to be part of the secondary education system.  

Statement 2 is incorrect. The setting up of a University Grants Commission (UGC) was 

recommended by the Radhakrishnan Commission (1948-49) after India gained her 

independence.  

 

Source) Spectrum: A brief History of Modern India 

Subject) Modern History  

 

 

Q.20)  

Ans) c 

Exp) In recent times, the ToR of the 15th Finance Commission has raised a debate over the 

use of new census figures. Also, the freezing of the seat allocations to states is coming to an 

end in 2026. 

Explanation) Option (C) is the correct answer.  Delimitation Commission is set up from 

time to time by the Parliament to re-adjust the division of each State and Union Territory 

into territorial constituencies for the purpose of elections to the House of the People and 

to the State Legislative Assemblies on the basis of census figures. 

 

Source) Presidential Order 

Subject) Polity 

 

 

Q.21)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Recently, the powers under the Act were devolved by the Union in Assam. 

Explanation) Statement 1 is incorrect. As per the Act, the Central Government, or the 

Governor of the State or administrator of the Union Territory can declare the whole or part of 

the State or Union Territory as a ‘disturbed area’.  

Statement 2 is incorrect. It is effective in the whole of Nagaland, Assam, Manipur (excluding 

seven assembly constituencies of Imphal) and parts of Arunachal Pradesh. The Centre 

revoked it in Meghalaya on April 1, 2018. In Arunachal Pradesh, the impact of AFSPA was 

reduced 

Statement 3 is correct. AFSPA gives armed forces the power to maintain public order in 

“disturbed areas”. They have the authority to prohibit a gathering of five or more persons in 

an area, can use force or even open fire after giving due warning if they feel a person is in 

contravention of the law. If reasonable suspicion exists, the army can also arrest a person 

without a warrant; enter or search a premise without a warrant; and ban the possession of 

firearms. 

 

Source) https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/what-is-afspa-and-where-is-it-in-

force/article23648102.ece 

Subject) Polity  

 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/what-is-afspa-and-where-is-it-in-force/article23648102.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/what-is-afspa-and-where-is-it-in-force/article23648102.ece
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Q.22)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Any news item on dances, folk art and music, theatre can be important for the exam as 

UPSC has been picking up questions from current affairs in the recent years. Try to go 

through the list of cultural items on display at the Republic Day parade. 

Explanation) Pair 1 is correct. Dollu Kunitha is one of the popular folk dances of Karnataka. 

Dollu refers to the drum and Kunitha means dance in Kannada. The dance is centred on the 

deity Beereshwara or Beeralingeswara, chiefly worshipped by the Kuruba Gowdas of 

Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. 

Pair 2 is incorrect. Chhapeli is a popular form of music and dance in the folklores of 

Uttarakhand. The dance is practised at weddings, festivals and other festive occasions. 

Pair 3 is correct. Tamang Selo is a folk-dance form of the Tamang Nepali community of 

Sikkim. This dance depicts the love and emotion between young boys and girls. It is 

accompanied by Tamang instruments like Damphu, Madal, and Tungna. 

 

Source) http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1561701 

Subject) Art and Culture  

 

 

Q.23)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Lok Sabha recently passed the Consumer Protection (Amendment) Bill 2018. 

Explanation) Statement 1 is correct. The act of 1986 included six types of unfair trade 

practices, like false representation, misleading advertisements. The bill of 2018 adds three 

more types of unfair trade practices to the list.  

Statement 2 is incorrect. Consumer Protection Councils (CPCs) to protect rights of 

consumers were set up under the Act of 1986 as advisory body. The bill of 2018 has provision 

of establishing the Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) to enforce consumer 

rights. This body will be a regulatory body.  

 

Source) https://www.prsindia.org/node/595823/chapters-at-a-glance 

Subject) Polity 

 

 

Q.24)  

Ans) b 

Exp) To bring India on board is essential for enhanced regional connectivity and important 

for China’s Belt and Road Initiative 

Explanation) At Wuhan informal summit china proposes a new dialogue mechanism that 

would also involve India. The Chinese proposed “two plus one” format for dialogue. It is 

different from a trilateral mechanism. Under this, China and India can jointly conduct a 

dialogue with a third regional country. 

 

Source) https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/china-proposed-21-format-for-

india-talks/article24264819.ece 

Subject) International Relations  

 

 

Q.25)  

Ans) c 

Exp) It was announced in Budget 2019-20 

http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1561701
https://www.prsindia.org/node/595823/chapters-at-a-glance
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/china-proposed-21-format-for-india-talks/article24264819.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/china-proposed-21-format-for-india-talks/article24264819.ece
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Explanation) Statement 1 is correct. The unorganised workers mostly engaged as home 

based workers, street vendors, mid-day meal workers, head loaders, brick kiln workers, 

cobblers, rag pickers, domestic workers, washer men, rickshaw pullers, landless labourers, 

own account workers, agricultural workers, construction workers, beedi workers, handloom 

workers, leather workers, audio- visual workers and similar other occupations whose 

monthly income is Rs 15,000/ per month or less are eligible. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. The individual must belong to the entry age group of 18-40. So, 

anyone below 18 years is not eligible. 

Statement 3 is correct. Family Pension: During the receipt of pension, if the subscriber 

dies, the spouse of the beneficiary shall be entitled to receive 50% of the pension received by 

the beneficiary as family pension. Family pension is applicable only to spouse. 

 

Source) http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=188608 

Subject) Social Scheme  

 

 

Q.26)  

Ans) b 

Exp) It is in news because a number of complaints regarding companies not passing on the 

full benefits of tax cuts to consumers have been received by the National Anti-Profiteering 

Authority (NAPA). 

Explanation) Option (b) is the correct answer. The National Anti-Profiteering Authority 

(NAA) has been constituted under Section 171 of the Central Goods and Services Tax Act, 

2017 to ensure that the reduction in rate of tax or the benefit of input tax credit is passed 

on to the recipient by way of commensurate reduction in prices 

 

Source) http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=187337 

Subject) Economy  

 

 

Q.27)  

Ans) b 

Exp) The first shipment under the United Nations ‘Transports Internationaux Routiers’ (TIR) 

convention arrived in India from Afghanistan through Iran’s Chabahar Port. 

Explanation) Statement 1 is incorrect. There are 12 Major Ports & 187 Minor/Intermediate 

ports along the 7,517 kms long coastline of the country. (Source:) 

Kerala has only Kochi Port while Tamil Nadu has 3 Major Ports: Chennai, Kamarajar (Ennore) 

and Tuticorin Port. 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=188608
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=187337
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Statement 2 is correct. Paradip Port is situated in the Mahanadi delta, about 100 km from 

Cuttack. It has the deepest harbour especially suited to handle very large vessels. It has been 

developed mainly to handle large scale export of iron-ore. Odisha, Chhattisgarh and 

Jharkhand are the parts of its hinterland. 

Statement 3 is incorrect. The first shipment under the United Nations ‘Transports 

Internationaux Routiers’ (TIR) convention arrived in India from Afghanistan through Iran’s 

Chabahar Port. The consignments arrived at port of Nhava Sheva, Mumbai and Mundra. 

 

Source) https://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/security-beefed-up-in-

paradip-port-following-indo-pak-tension-119022701175_1.html 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/india-gets-first-tir-shipment-via-chabahar-port-from-

afghanistan/article26525062.ece 

http://shipmin.gov.in/index1.php?lang=1&level=0&linkid=16&lid=64 

Subject) Geography  

 

 

Q.28)  

Ans) b 

Exp) The US has decided to withdraw the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) benefits 

provided to India and few other developing countries. 

Explanation) Statement 1 is incorrect. The Generalized System of Preferences is the largest 

and oldest United States trade preference programme. It was established by the Trade Act of 

1974. 

Statement 2 is correct. According to the website of the U.S. Trade Representative, the GSP 

helps spur sustainable development in beneficiary countries by helping them increase and 

diversify their trade with the U.S. The U.S. also believes that moving GSP imports from the 

docks to U.S. consumers, farmers, and manufacturers supports tens of thousands of jobs in 

the U.S. The other benefit is that “GSP boosts American competitiveness by reducing the 

costs of imported inputs used by U.S. companies to manufacture goods in the United States.” 

 

Source) https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/why-is-gsp-vital-to-india-us-

trade-ties/article26482585.ece 

Subject) Economy  

 

 

 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/security-beefed-up-in-paradip-port-following-indo-pak-tension-119022701175_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/security-beefed-up-in-paradip-port-following-indo-pak-tension-119022701175_1.html
https://www.thehindu.com/business/india-gets-first-tir-shipment-via-chabahar-port-from-afghanistan/article26525062.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/india-gets-first-tir-shipment-via-chabahar-port-from-afghanistan/article26525062.ece
http://shipmin.gov.in/index1.php?lang=1&level=0&linkid=16&lid=64
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/why-is-gsp-vital-to-india-us-trade-ties/article26482585.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/why-is-gsp-vital-to-india-us-trade-ties/article26482585.ece
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Q.29)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Mapping Based on Longitudes is expectedly known to all and is essential to assess 

student’s presence of mind during the exam. 

Explanation) 

 
 

Source) Oxford Atlas  

Subject) Geography  

 

 

Q.30)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Recent terrorist attack at Pulwama and Pakistan based JeM claimed responsibility of 

attack 

Explanation) Option (d) is the correct answer. India wants sanctions committee of UNSC 

(established under UNSC 1267 resolution) designates Pakistan based JeM chief Maulana 

Masood Azhar as Global Terrorist. 

The 1267 committee officially takes decisions by consensus, the five permanent members can 

exercise their veto by placing a proposal on “technical hold”, which delays the case for three 

months before it can come back before the committee. 

The ban would result in 

 Asset Freeze 

 Travel ban 

 Arms Embargo 

Azhar designation as a global terrorist will force Pakistan to act against him and individuals 

and entities associated with him. 

 

Source) https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/behind-the-news-lakhvi-unscr-1267-

and-chinas-technical-hold/ 

Subject) International Relations 

 

 

Q.31)  

Ans) d 

Exp) JPC has been in news due to demand of opposition to set up JPC for investigating Rafale 

deal. 

Explanation) Option (a) is incorrect. JPC is an ad-hoc body. The details of membership of 

the committee is decided by the Parliament on its formation.  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/behind-the-news-lakhvi-unscr-1267-and-chinas-technical-hold/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/behind-the-news-lakhvi-unscr-1267-and-chinas-technical-hold/
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Option (b) is incorrect. The mandate of a JPC depends on the motion constituting it. This 

need not be limited to the scrutiny of government finances. 

Option (c) is incorrect. The JPCs do not find mention in the Rules of Procedure of the Rajya 

Sabha 

Option (d) is correct. In order to set up a JPC, a motion is passed in one House and 

supported by the other House.  

 

Source) PRS and Rajya Sabha website 

https://indianexpress.com/article/what-is/what-is-a-jpc-probe-5494935/ 

Subject) Polity 

 

 

Q.32)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Claiming they had misled Parliament on the Rafale fighter jet deal issue, the Congress 

moved a breach of privilege motion against Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Defence 

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. 

Explanation) Statement 1 is correct. Parliamentary privileges are certain rights and 

immunities enjoyed by members of Parliament, individually and collectively, so that they 

can “effectively discharge their functions”. When any of these rights and immunities are 

disregarded, the offence is called a breach of privilege and is punishable under law of 

Parliament. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. There are different privileges committee for both houses of the 

Parliament. In the Lok Sabha, the Speaker nominates a committee of privileges consisting 

of 15 members as per respective party strengths. In the Rajya Sabha, the deputy 

chairperson heads the committee of privileges, that consists of 10 members. 

 

Source) 

https://indianexpress.com/article/what-is/what-is-a-privilege-motion-5272697/ 

Subject) Polity 

 

 

Q.33)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Since India is vulnerable to drug trafficking as it is located between Golden Crescent in 

west and Golden triangle in east and also maritime security threats are on the rise in IOR as 

this region has become major drug smuggling route 

Explanation) Option (b) is the correct answer. Colombo Declaration adopted to coordinate 

anti- drug efforts. 

The UNODC and the Government of Sri Lanka co- hosted a meeting to address drug 

trafficking in the Indian Ocean Region. At the meeting, Ministers and Government 

representatives adopted the “Colombo Declaration”, which gives way to the forthcoming 

Southern Route Partnership as the main coordination mechanism for counter narcotics 

initiatives in this region 

 

Source) https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2016/November/indian-ocean_-

colombo-declaration-adopted-to-coordinate-anti-drugs-efforts.html 

Subject) International Relations  

 

 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/what-is/what-is-a-jpc-probe-5494935/
https://indianexpress.com/article/what-is/what-is-a-privilege-motion-5272697/
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2016/November/indian-ocean_-colombo-declaration-adopted-to-coordinate-anti-drugs-efforts.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2016/November/indian-ocean_-colombo-declaration-adopted-to-coordinate-anti-drugs-efforts.html


PTS 2019| All India Open Simulator Test 0 - Solutions | ForumIAS 

 

ForumIAS Offline 

2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19, Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi – 110005 | student@forumias.academy 

 

Q.34)  

Ans) d 

Exp) IORA is important because of cooperation and security concern among countries in 

Indian Ocean region. BIMSTEC and ASEAN are important because of India look east policy 

and to create partnership and common from against China rising power in the region. 

Explanation) Option (d) is the correct answer.  

Only Thailand is the member of all the three organisations. 

 ASEAN members: Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Myanmar, Singapore, Indonesia, 

Lao PDR, Malaysia, Thailand, Philippines, Vietnam. 

 IORA members: Comoros, India, Indonesia, Iran, Kenya, Madagascar, Malaysia, 

Mauritius, Mozambique, Oman, Seychelles, Singapore, Somalia, Saudi Arabia, Sri 

Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand, UAE, Yemen. 

 BIMSTEC members: Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Nepal and 

Bhutan. 

 

Source) https://asean.org/ 

https://bimstec.org/?page_id=189 

https://www.iora.int/en/about/about-iora 

Subject) International Relations  

 

 

Q.35)  

Ans) c 

Exp) 19th Organic World Congress was held in New Delhi in 2017. 

Explanation) Statement 1 is incorrect. IFOAM-Organic International is a Non-

Governmental Organization (NGO). 

Statement 2 is incorrect. The humble beginnings of IFOAM – Organics International trace 

back to a meeting in Versailles, France in 1972. Roland Chevriot of Nature et Progrès 

envisioned the need for Organic Agriculture movements to coordinate their actions and to 

enable scientific and experimental data on organic to cross borders. In order to realize this 

vision, he invited organic pioneers including Lady Eve Balfour, founder of the UK Soil 

Association, Kjell Arman from the Swedish Biodynamic Association and Jerome Goldstein 

from the Rodale Institute to join him in Versailles to set the International Federation of 

Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM) in motion. 

Statement 3 is correct. A high number of organic standards exist throughout the world. It 

is estimated that there are hundreds of organic standards. Some are government regulations; 

others are private standards. Some have a very localized scope of application (e.g. one country 

or even one region in a given country), whereas others are applied internationally. Trade 

between systems that are based on different standards requires these systems recognize and 

accept each other. 

To facilitate such acceptance, IFOAM - Organics International has developed the IFOAM 

Family of Standards, which is a list of all standards officially endorsed as organic by the 

international organic movement. In a sense, the IFOAM Family of Standards draws the line 

between what is organic and what is not, from a standards point of view. Standards that are 

approved in the IFOAM Family of Standards are organic standards and can be trusted as 

such. 

 

Source)  https://www.ifoam.bio/en/news/2018/01/04/declaration-19th-organic-world-

congress-india 

https://www.ifoam.bio/en/about-us/history 

https://www.ifoam.bio/en/organic-landmarks/ifoam-family-standards 

https://asean.org/
https://bimstec.org/?page_id=189
https://www.iora.int/en/about/about-iora
https://www.ifoam.bio/en/news/2018/01/04/declaration-19th-organic-world-congress-india
https://www.ifoam.bio/en/news/2018/01/04/declaration-19th-organic-world-congress-india
https://www.ifoam.bio/en/about-us/history
https://www.ifoam.bio/en/organic-landmarks/ifoam-family-standards
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Subject) Environment, Biodiversity and Climate Change  

 

 

Q.36)  

Ans) d 

Exp) It is in news due to the launch of Sampoorna Bima Gram (SBG) Yojana. 

Explanation) Statement 1 is correct. Postal Life Insurance (PLI), introduced in 1884, is one 

of the oldest life insurance schemes for benefit of Government and semi-Government 

employees. But now it will also be available to professionals such as Doctors, Engineers, 

Management Consultants, Chartered Accountants, Architects, Lawyers, Bankers etc. and to 

employees of listed companies of NSE (National Stock Exchange) and BSE (Bombay Stock 

Exchange) 

Statement 2 is correct. ostal policies have low premium and high bonus, unlike the Private 

ones. 

Statement 3 is correct. Department of post is under Ministry of Communications and 

Information Technology 

 

Source) http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=171677 

Subject) Social Schemes  

 

 

Q.37)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Places in News. All the mentioned places were in news as they were in some or the form 

struck by disasters. 

Explanation) Pair 1 is incorrect. Attica region is in Greece. It was in the news due to wildfire 

that claimed many lives. 

Pair 2 is correct. Kyushu region in Japan witnessed unprecedented rains resulting in floods.  

Pair 3 is correct. Sulawesi in Indonesia witnessed earth quake and a tsunami.  

Pair 4 is incorrect. Fuego volcano in Gautemala is an active volcano and has erupted 

recently.  

 

Source) https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-44932366 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-40541676 

https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-45711190 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-46261168 

Subject) Geography  

 

 

Q.38)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Option (d) is the correct answer. The June 3 plan was also known as the Mountbatten 

Plan. The British government proposed a plan announced on 3 June 1947 that included 

setting up of Boundary Commission if partition comes into effect 

Option (a) is incorrect. Creation of a federal government was a feature of the Government of 

India Act, 1935.  

Option (b) is incorrect. It was the Cabinet Mission Plan (1946) that rejected the demand of 

a full-fledged Pakistan.  

Option (c) is incorrect. Independence to princely states to remain free or enter into any 

arrangement with the successor sovereign nations was a feature of the Cabinet Mission Plan.  

Other Features of June 3 Plan: 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=171677
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-44932366
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-40541676
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-45711190
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-46261168
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 Division of British India into the two 

new and fully sovereign dominions of 

India and Pakistan, with effect from 

15 August 1947;  

 Separate Constituent Assemblies 

was also envisaged in the plan 

 Partition of the provinces of Bengal 

and Punjab between the two new 

countries 

 Sindh was to take its own decision 

 Referendum in NWFP and Sylhet 

district of Bengal 

 No independence for the princely 

states; they would have to join either 

India or Pakistan  

 

Source) A brief History of Modern India. Spectrum  

Subject) Modern History  

 

 

Q.39)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Recently Telangana is demanding the removal of Concurrent List altogether for greater 

autonomy to the States. 

Explanation) Statement 1 is correct. Seventh Schedule reflects the principle of Division 

of Power in terms of Union List, State List and Concurrent List. Thus, it provides a 

constitutional backing to the rights and jurisdiction of the States. Hence, it is a Federal 

feature of the Constitution. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. Seventh Schedule is also the reflection of the ‘rigidity’ of Indian 

Constitution as it affects Federalism which is considered to be one of the basic 

structures of the Indian Constitution. Thus, to amend it Parliament needs a special majority 

and also the consent of the half of the state legislatures. 

 

Source) Indian Polity – M Laxmikant and General Understanding 

Subject) Polity 

 

 

Q.40)  

Ans) a 

Exp) UPSC over the last 5 years has been continuously asking questions related to conceptual 

aspects of Indian Constitution.  

Explanation) Option (a) is correct. Justice for the underprivileged and deprived demands 

affirmative action and reasonable discrimination. Equality is not a sin qua non for Justice 

and justice can exist without Equality as well.  

Option (b) is incorrect. Let's take the case of a differently abled citizen. The state can 

conform to the principles of Equality by treating them at equal pedestal with the other 

citizens. Yet, the means of equality will necessarily not reach the end goal of fairness. Hence, 

there can be equality without Justice. 

Option (c) is incorrect. Equality and Justice are not necessarily antithetical. The case in 

point may be an Olympic game. Thus, all the participants in the game need to be treated 



PTS 2019| All India Open Simulator Test 0 - Solutions | ForumIAS 

 

ForumIAS Offline 

2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19, Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi – 110005 | student@forumias.academy 

 

equally with the universal application of rules, conduct and regulations. This testifies that 

Equality and Justice are generally the two faces of a single coin and can work in tandem. 

Option (d) is incorrect. Absolute Equality, on the other hand, should be the foundational 

principle for justice. As Aristotle suggests,” Equals must be treated equally”. But Justice can 

exist in differential treatment as unequal should also be treated unequally. Hence, justice 

remains the end for all means and cannot be done away with. Also, equality may guarantee 

social justice, but it is difficult to guarantee political and economic justice.  

 

Source) http://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/27358/7/07_chapter-3.pdf 

Subject) Polity  

 

 

Q.41)  

Ans) c 

Exp) A typical polity question on Union Executive. The difference between powers of President 

and Governor has always remained an important topic.  

Explanation) Statement 1 is incorrect. In a landmark judgment Epuru Sudhakar & Anr vs 

Govt. Of A.P. & Ors, it was held by the Supreme Court that it is a well-set principle that a 

limited judicial review of exercise of clemency powers is available to the Supreme Court 

and High Courts. Granting of clemency by the President or Governor can be challenged on 

the following grounds: 

 The order has been passed without application of mind. 

 The order is mala fide. 

 The order has been passed on extraneous or wholly irrelevant considerations. 

 Relevant material has been kept out of consideration. 

 The order suffers from arbitrariness. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. In Dhananjoy Chatterjee alias Dhana v State of West Bengal, the 

Supreme Court reiterated its earlier stand in Maru Ram’s case and said: 

The power under Articles 72 and 161 of the Constitution can be exercised by the Central 

and State Governments, not by the President or Governor on their own. The advice of the 

appropriate Government binds the Head of the state. 

 

Source) 

http://www.advocatekhoj.com/blogs/index.php?bid=818515a96137da34755614124&bcm

d=VIEW 

Subject) Polity  

 

 

Q.42)  

Ans) c 

Exp) There have been news items regarding the revival of the forgotten handicrafts, paintings 

and other art forms. There has been a demand for the revival of the Patna Qalam paintings 

of Bihar. 

Explanation) Option (c) is the correct answer. The Patna Qlam paintings also known as the 

Company paintings or the Patna School of Painting, this form of painting was prevalent in 

the 18th and the 19th century in Patna, Bihar. 

The paintings are a miniature art work done on glass, mica and ivory sheets. They are painted 

straightway with the brush without using the pencil to delineate the contours of the picture. 

This style combined elements of the Mughal and British styles of paintings so well, that it 

was called the Feringhee Kalam (the White man’s art). 

http://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/27358/7/07_chapter-3.pdf
http://www.advocatekhoj.com/blogs/index.php?bid=818515a96137da34755614124&bcmd=VIEW
http://www.advocatekhoj.com/blogs/index.php?bid=818515a96137da34755614124&bcmd=VIEW
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The Patna Kalam school chose to paint the common man and his daily life scenes. The 

principal centers of this school of painting were Arrah, Patna, and Danapur. Some famous 

painters of Patna Kalam were Sewak Ram, Hulas Lall, Shiv Lal, Shiva Dayal, Mahadeo Lal 

and Ishwari Prasad Verma. The paintings can be found at the Patna Arts College, Patna 

Museum, and Khudabaksh Libraray, Patna. 

 

Source) https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/call-to-reinvent-patna-kalam-

paintings/articleshow/68028044.cms 

Subject) Art and Culture  

 

 

Q.43)  

Ans) a 

Exp) It was in news recently as IAF aircrafts attacked JeM training camps in Balakot, 

Pakistan. Both Phalcon and NETRA were deployed to monitor the mission, to direct aircraft 

as well as keep an eye for enemy aircrafts. 

Explanation) Option (a) is the correct answer. NETRA is an indigenous Airborne Early 

warning and Control system (AEW&C). The indigenous system is mounted on an aircraft can 

rack area within 240 degrees of is sides at any given point of time. 

The AEW&C system is a system of 

systems populated with state of the art 

Active Electronically Scanned Radar, 

Secondary Surveillance Radar, 

Electronic and Communication counter 

measures, Line of sight and beyond Line 

of sight data link, Voice communication 

system and self-protection suite built on 

Brazilian made Embraer 145 platform 

and having a mid-air refuelling 

capability to enhance surveillance time. 

 

Source) https://www.drdo.gov.in/drdo/pub/newsletter/2017/mar_17.pdf 

https://www.financialexpress.com/india-news/proud-moment-for-india-iaf-awacs-jet-

conducts-first-aerial-refuelling-exercise-successfully-watch-video/954161/ 

Subject) Technology  

 

 

Q.44)  

Ans) b 

Exp) The Union government rejected the recommendation of Karnataka to grant religious 

minority status to Lingayat and Veerashaiva community. 

Also, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had unveiled translated volumes of Vachana in 23 Indian 

languages on the occasion of Basava Jayanti. 

Explanation) Statement 1 and 4 are correct. Lingayats are the followers of the 12th century 

saint, poet and philosopher Basavanna was initially a Jaina and a minister in the court 

of the Kalachuri dynasty king Bijjala I. During his tenure as Chief Minister, he introduced 

many new public institutions like Anubhava Mantapa (“hall of spiritual experience”) that 

would facilitate men and women from all socio-economic backgrounds to discuss various 

spiritual and mundane questions of life. He led a rebellion against the Brahmanical 

hegemony; he rejected all kinds of superstitious practises, social and caste discrimination, 

and rituals. 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/call-to-reinvent-patna-kalam-paintings/articleshow/68028044.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/call-to-reinvent-patna-kalam-paintings/articleshow/68028044.cms
https://www.drdo.gov.in/drdo/pub/newsletter/2017/mar_17.pdf
https://www.financialexpress.com/india-news/proud-moment-for-india-iaf-awacs-jet-conducts-first-aerial-refuelling-exercise-successfully-watch-video/954161/
https://www.financialexpress.com/india-news/proud-moment-for-india-iaf-awacs-jet-conducts-first-aerial-refuelling-exercise-successfully-watch-video/954161/
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Statement 2 is correct. The Lingayats are strictly monotheistic, that is, they believe in the 

worship of only one God (Shiva). 

Statement 3 is incorrect. Basavanna popularised his sayings through vachanas which were 

composed in Kannada and not in Sanskrit. 

 

Source) https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/terms-of-

separation/article23325308.ece 

Subject) 

 

 

Q.45)  

Ans) d 

Exp) General Election for Lok Sabha in India are due in month of April and May 

Explanation) The fundamental principles relating to ‘Free and Fair elections’ that have been 

recognized by States in universal and regional human rights instruments, including the  

i) right of everyone to take part in the government of his or her country directly or indirectly 

through freely chosen representatives,  

ii) to vote in such elections by secret ballot,  

iii) to have an equal opportunity to become a candidate for election and to put forward his or 

her political views, individually or in association with others.  

Also, Government should take the necessary legislative steps and other measures, in 

accordance with their constitutional processes, i) to guarantee the rights and institutional 

framework for periodic and genuine, free and fair elections.  

Thus, all the above can be regarded as the inherent part of ‘Free and Fair Election’ process. 

 

Source) http://archive.ipu.org/cnl-e/154-free.htm 

Subject) Polity  

 

 

Q.46)  

Ans) c 

Exp) SWIFT remains in news because of issue regarding safe banking transaction. 

Explanation) Option (c) is the correct answer. The Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial 

Telecommunication (SWIFT) provides a network that enables financial institutions worldwide 

to send and receive information about financial transactions in a secure, standardized and 

reliable environment. 

 

Source) https://www.investopedia.com/articles/personal-finance/050515/how-swift-

system-works.asp 

Subject) Economy 

 

 

Q.47)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Every year UPSC asks question on definition of an economic term. 

Explanation) Option (a) is the correct answer. Spread refers to the difference in borrowing 

rates and lending rates of financial institutions. It can also be defined as bank’s profit 

margin. While extending loans, the interest rates are calculated by using MCLR and the 

spread or the bank’s profit margin. 

 

Source) http://factly.forumias.com/banks-may-set-repo-rate-as-benchmark/ 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/terms-of-separation/article23325308.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/terms-of-separation/article23325308.ece
http://archive.ipu.org/cnl-e/154-free.htm
https://www.investopedia.com/articles/personal-finance/050515/how-swift-system-works.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/articles/personal-finance/050515/how-swift-system-works.asp
http://factly.forumias.com/banks-may-set-repo-rate-as-benchmark/
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Subject) Economy  

 

 

Q.48)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Every year static conceptual question from micro or macroeconomics is being asked by 

UPSC 

Explanation) Option (a) is incorrect. Inferior goods have a negative income elasticity of 

demand associated with it.  

Income elasticity of demand measures 

the responsiveness of demand for a 

particular good to changes in consumer 

income. The higher the income elasticity 

of demand in absolute terms for a 

particular good, the bigger consumers' 

response in their purchasing habits — if 

their real income changes. 

 

Source)  https://www.investopedia.com/terms/i/incomeelasticityofdemand.asp 

Subject) Economy 

 

 

Q.49)  

Ans) c 

Exp) India has improved its performance by 2.29 points since 2014 and is now ranked at 

100th position in the most recent report in 2018.  

Explanation) Option (c) is the correct answer.  

The major dimensions used in calculation of SPI are: 

1) Basic Human Needs which comprise of  

     i) nutrition and basic medical care 

     ii) Water and Sanitation  

     iii) Shelter 

     iv) Personal Safety 

2) Foundation of wellbeing  

      i) Access to basic knowledge 

     ii) Access to information and communication 

     iii) Health and wellness  

     iv) Environmental Quality 

3) Opportunity 

       i) Personal Rights 

       ii) Personal Freedom and Choice  

       iii) Inclusiveness  

       iv) Access to advanced education 

 

Source) https://www.socialprogress.org/ 

https://socialprogress.in/2018/09/india-improves-by-2-29-points-on-the-social-progress-

index-in-the-last-five-years/ 

Subject) Social Development  

 

 

 

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/i/incomeelasticityofdemand.asp
https://www.socialprogress.org/
https://socialprogress.in/2018/09/india-improves-by-2-29-points-on-the-social-progress-index-in-the-last-five-years/
https://socialprogress.in/2018/09/india-improves-by-2-29-points-on-the-social-progress-index-in-the-last-five-years/
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Q.50)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Option (a) is the correct answer. In theory it is assumed that if the bank lends $90 – 

all of this will return. However, in the real world, there are many reasons why the actual 

money multiplier is significantly smaller than the theoretically possible money multiplier. 

Import spending. If consumers imports the money leaves the economy 

Taxes. A percentage of income will be taken in taxes. 

Currency Drain Ratio. This is the % of banknotes that individual consumers keep in cash, 

rather than depositing in banks. If consumers deposited all their cash in banks, there would 

be a bigger money multiplier. But, if people keep funds in cash then the banks cannot lend 

more. 

Tight monetary policy decreases lending thus have negative effect on money multiplier. 

Increase in export means money comes into the country. Thus it will have have positive 

effect on money multiplier.  

 

Source)  https://www.economicshelp.org/blog/67/money/money-multiplier-and-reserve-

ratio-in-us/ 

Subject) Economy  

 

 

Q.51)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Agrarian distress has been making news. In this context, any civil/peasant rebellion in 

the past and the present is important from examination point. Also, UPSC has time and again 

picked up questions from various peasant revolts. In 2018, there was a question on Santhal 

Rebellion.  

There was also an article in the Indian Express on the origin of blue jeans in India. It talks of 

indigo cultivation. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/parenting/learning/blue-jeans-history-5593406/ 

Explanation) Statement 1 is incorrect. The Indigo revolt (Neel Vidroh) was a peasant 

movement that took place in Bengal in 1859-60. The movement was an uprising of indigo 

farmers against the indigo planters who forced them to grow indigo under terms that were 

greatly unfavourable to the farmers. Because indigo (blue dye) was in high demand all over 

the world, the British forced the Indian cultivators/peasants to grow indigo in place of food 

crops. The planters did so by signing fraudulent deals with them; advanced loans were 

granted for this purpose. It was the planters who forced the farmers into entering into 

any deceitful contract and not the local zamindar. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. The revolt was backed by the Bengali intelligentsia, Muslims and 

the missionaries. In fact, one of the reasons for the success of the Indigo Revolt was the 

complete unity among Hindu and Muslim peasants. 

 

Source) Bipan Chandra: India’s Struggle for Independence 

Subject) Modern History  

 

 

Q.52)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Incidents of National Movement during 1944 – 45 are important as it is 75th year.  

Explanation) Option (a) is correct. Wavell offer proposed to solve political deadlock in India, 

was abandoned after failure of Simla conference.  

https://www.economicshelp.org/blog/67/money/money-multiplier-and-reserve-ratio-in-us/
https://www.economicshelp.org/blog/67/money/money-multiplier-and-reserve-ratio-in-us/
https://indianexpress.com/article/parenting/learning/blue-jeans-history-5593406/


PTS 2019| All India Open Simulator Test 0 - Solutions | ForumIAS 

 

ForumIAS Offline 

2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19, Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi – 110005 | student@forumias.academy 

 

Option (b) is incorrect. Viceroy and Commander in Chief were to be English officers on the 

council.  

 

Source) India’s Struggle for Independence – Bipan Chandra  

Subject) Modern History  

 

 

Q.53)  

Ans) a 

Exp) A typical question on Indian polity from very important aspect of National Emergency.  

Explanation) Option (a) is the correct answer. While rest of the situation can be initiated 

during proclamation of both national and financial emergency but according to the 44th 

Amendment, freedoms listed in Article 19 can be suspended only in case of proclamation 

on the ground of war or external aggression. 

 

Source) http://www.legalservicesindia.com/article/589/Position-of-Fundamental-Rights-

during-Emergency.html 

Subject) Polity 

 

 

Q.54)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Time and again UPSC asks questions on Geographical Indications and other famous 

items of food, handicrafts, theatre, dance and their respective states/cities. In this context, 

any item that has been granted the GI tag or even otherwise anything that is peculiar to a 

place, can be glanced through. 

Explanation) Pair 1 is incorrect. Marayoor jaggery is a famous delicacy manufactured by the 

farmers of the Muthuva tribe of Kerala. It is mainly produced in the town of Maruyuoor (best 

known for its extensive sugarcane cultivation), in Idukki district. 

Pair 2 is correct. 'Shahi Litchi' from Bihar was also granted a GI tag recently by Geographical 

Indication Registry, Chennai. Shahi litchi is unique in that it has a peculiar rose scented 

flavour besides being sweet and juicy. The tag was granted to the Muzaffarpur based Litchi 

Growers Association of Bihar. 

Pair 3 is correct. Chengalikodan Banana also called ‘Chengazhikode’ Banana is unique to 

the suburbs of Thrissur district, Kerala. It is known for its unique size, shape, colour(golden) 

and taste. It has special significance during the Onam season where it is offered to Lord 

Krishna, the presiding deity of Guruvayur. 

 

Source) https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/agriculture/bihars-shahi-

litchi-gets-gi-tag/articleshow/66272626.cms 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kochi/keralas-marayoor-jaggery-gets-gi-

tag/articleshow/68310611.cms 

https://ipfs.io/ipfs/QmXoypizjW3WknFiJnKLwHCnL72vedxjQkDDP1mXWo6uco/wiki/List

_of_Geographical_Indications_in_India.html 

Subject) Art and Culture  

 

 

Q.55)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Chengdu is developing “illumination satellites” that will shine in tandem with the real 

moon, but are eight times brighter 

http://www.legalservicesindia.com/article/589/Position-of-Fundamental-Rights-during-Emergency.html
http://www.legalservicesindia.com/article/589/Position-of-Fundamental-Rights-during-Emergency.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/agriculture/bihars-shahi-litchi-gets-gi-tag/articleshow/66272626.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/agriculture/bihars-shahi-litchi-gets-gi-tag/articleshow/66272626.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kochi/keralas-marayoor-jaggery-gets-gi-tag/articleshow/68310611.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kochi/keralas-marayoor-jaggery-gets-gi-tag/articleshow/68310611.cms
https://ipfs.io/ipfs/QmXoypizjW3WknFiJnKLwHCnL72vedxjQkDDP1mXWo6uco/wiki/List_of_Geographical_Indications_in_India.html
https://ipfs.io/ipfs/QmXoypizjW3WknFiJnKLwHCnL72vedxjQkDDP1mXWo6uco/wiki/List_of_Geographical_Indications_in_India.html
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Explanation) Statement 1 is incorrect. The artificial moon would work as mirror reflecting 

back sunlight to earth. It consists of illumination satellite which will shine in tandem with 

the real moon. 

Nuclear Fusion technology would be used in “Artificial Sun” another mega project of china. 

Statement 2 is correct. By reflecting sunlight, the satellites could replace street lamps in 

Urban areas, saving electricity cost for the city. The extra-terrestrial source of light could also 

help rescue efforts in disaster zones during blackouts. 

Statement 3 is incorrect. It is expected to be launched by China by 2020. 

 

Source) https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/china-to-launch-man-made-

moons-to-lower-electricity-costs/article25263247.ece 

Subject) Science & Technology  

 

 

Q.56)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Economic Survey 2017 -18  

Explanation) Statement 1 is correct. The Producer Price Index (PPI) measures the average 

change in the prices of goods and services, either as they leave the place of production called 

Output PPI or as they enter the production process called Input PPI. Thus, the output indices 

measure the average change in prices that producers receive for their outputs while the input 

indices measure the average change in prices that producers pay for their inputs. 

Statement 2 is correct. Consumer Price Indices (CPI) measure changes over time in general 

level of prices of goods and services that households acquire for the purpose of consumption. 

CPI numbers are widely used as a macroeconomic indicator of inflation, as a tool by 

governments and central banks for inflation targeting and for monitoring price stability, and 

as deflators in the national accounts. CPI is also used for indexing dearness allowance to 

employees for increase in prices 

Statement 3 is correct. The Wholesale Price Index (WPI) basket tracks prices of bulk 

transactions at first stage of all intermediate and final products. Inherent drawback of the 

aggregate basket of WPI without appropriate segregation of intermediate and final products 

involves multiple counting which can lead to bias in measures of inflation. 

 

Source) http://mofapp.nic.in:8080/economicsurvey/pdf/056-

067_Chapter_04_Economic_Survey_2017-18.pdf 

Subject) Economy 

 

 

Q.57)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Wandering of North Pole is in news since 2018 due to its fast drift towards Siberia from 

Canada. 

Explanation) Statement 1 is incorrect. Earth’s polarity is not a constant. It has reversed in 

every few hundred thousand years. 

Statement 2 is correct. In the mid-1990s it picked up speed, from around 15 kilometres per 

year to around 55 kilometres per year. By 2001, it had entered the Arctic Ocean. In 2018, 

the pole crossed the International Date Line into the Eastern Hemisphere.  

Statement 3 is correct. With weakened magnetic fields solar winds would get affected 

thereby charging earth with more of such charged particles resulting in display of aurora 

lights at lower latitudes. 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/china-to-launch-man-made-moons-to-lower-electricity-costs/article25263247.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/china-to-launch-man-made-moons-to-lower-electricity-costs/article25263247.ece
http://mofapp.nic.in:8080/economicsurvey/pdf/056-067_Chapter_04_Economic_Survey_2017-18.pdf
http://mofapp.nic.in:8080/economicsurvey/pdf/056-067_Chapter_04_Economic_Survey_2017-18.pdf


PTS 2019| All India Open Simulator Test 0 - Solutions | ForumIAS 

 

ForumIAS Offline 

2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19, Pusa Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi – 110005 | student@forumias.academy 

 

Source) NOAA, NASA, National Geographic 

Subject) Geography   

 

 

Q.58)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Recently, cyber-attacks have created a menace globally and India seems to be an 

attractive target for hackers. 

Explanation) Option (c) is the correct answer. Bad Rabbits, Sam-Sam and Locky are all 

examples of ransomware. 

Hackers lure the unsuspecting computer users to download a file, which contains malicious 

software that can make target computer their slaves. Once they gain access to the PC, they 

will lock the information, denying the owners access to it, they would demand ransom money 

to release data. 

 

Source) https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/info-tech/india-among-top-10-victims-in-

samsam-ransomware-attack/article24571334.ece 

Subject) Science and Technology  

 

 

Q.59)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Clarity of concepts is often tested. This question tests the conceptual clarity of Climate 

Smart Agriculture which has a growing prevalence worldwide. 

Explanation)  

 

Source) http://www.fao.org/climate-smart-agriculture/en/ 

https://csa.guide/csa/what-is-climate-smart-agriculture 

Subject) Environment, Biodiversity and Climate Change  

 

 

Q.60)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Meghalayan Age was officially declared as an age under Holocene epoch in 2018. 

Explanation) Option (a) is the correct answer.   The Holocene commenced 11,700 years ago 

after the end of the last ice age. Since that time, Earth’s climate has continued to fluctuate. 

First, there was a warm period that lasted from 11,700 to about 8,300 years ago. Scientists 

have named this age the Greenlandian age. Next, the Earth went through a gradual cooling 

period from about 8,300 to 4,200 years ago, and this is now known as the Northgrippian 

age. The last age of the Holocene began 4,200 years ago during a worldwide megadrought, 

and it has been named the Meghalayan age. According to the International Commission on 

Stratigraphy (ICS), which is the scientific body responsible for proposing new names for 

Earth’s geological history, the drought had severe impacts on many agricultural-based 

societies. This in turn led to extensive human migration in areas such as Egypt, 

Mesopotamia, the Indus River Valley, and the Yangtze River Valley. 

Option (b) is incorrect. It defines Silurian period.  

Option (c) is incorrect. It defines Ordovician period.  

Option (d) is incorrect. This refers to Anthropocene epoch which still is under consideration 

and has not yet been officially designated. 

 

Source) https://earthsky.org/earth/new-name-present-times-era-meghalayan 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/info-tech/india-among-top-10-victims-in-samsam-ransomware-attack/article24571334.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/info-tech/india-among-top-10-victims-in-samsam-ransomware-attack/article24571334.ece
http://www.fao.org/climate-smart-agriculture/en/
https://csa.guide/csa/what-is-climate-smart-agriculture
https://earthsky.org/earth/new-name-present-times-era-meghalayan
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Subject) Geography  

 

 

Q.61)  

Ans) c 

Exp) It was in news recently as it was designed and built by Indian students. This successful 

launch has opened the doors of ISRO/Indian space industry to students and colleges all over 

the India. 

Explanation) Statement 1 is correct. The satellite designed and built by students who work 

with a private organization called Space Kidz India in Chennai and it weighs less than a wood 

chair at only 1.26 kg. 

Statement 2 is correct. The KalamSat v-2 is a communication satellite prototype built 

entirely by students and fresh graduates. As of now, it is just a technology demonstrator and 

would not be put to any use, however it can be used in disaster management scenarios, early 

warning systems and as backup satellite for other uses. 

Statement 3 is incorrect. It has been launched by ISRO 

 

Source) https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/isro-to-launch-worlds-lightest-satellite-

kalamsat-v2-made-by-indian-students-for-free-1982405 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-kalamsat-v-2-is-both-a-small-

step-and-a-giant-leap-for-india-in-space-5555038/ 

Subject) Science & Technology 

 

 

Q.62)  

Ans) b 

Exp) The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) on Thursday announced officially the 

introduction of Unispace Nanosatellites Assembly and Training by ISRO (UNNATI). Under this 

scheme, ISRO will train personnel from foreign countries that the space agency works with. 

Explanation) Statement 1 and 3 are correct. India announced a capacity building 

programme UNNATI (UNispace Nanosatellites assembly and training by ISRO) on 

Nanosatellite development through a combination of theoretical coursework and hands on 

training on assembly, Integration and testing (AIT) in June 2018 to celebrate the 50th 

anniversary of the first United nation Conference UNISPACE+50. The primary objective of 

programme is to provide theoretical course on satellite technology, comprehensive course on 

Nanosatellite realization and hands on training to assemble, integrate and test a low-cost 

modular Nanosatellite. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. The programme provides opportunities to the participating 

developing countries to strengthen in assembling, integrating and testing of nanosatellite. 

This programme is planned to be conducted for 3 years by U.R. Rao Satellite centre of ISRO 

in 3 batches and will target to benefit officials of 45 countries. 

 

Source) https://www.isro.gov.in/update/18-jan-2019/unnati-unispace-nanosatellite-

assembly-training-isro 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=187571 

Subject) Science & Technology 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/isro-to-launch-worlds-lightest-satellite-kalamsat-v2-made-by-indian-students-for-free-1982405
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/isro-to-launch-worlds-lightest-satellite-kalamsat-v2-made-by-indian-students-for-free-1982405
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-kalamsat-v-2-is-both-a-small-step-and-a-giant-leap-for-india-in-space-5555038/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-kalamsat-v-2-is-both-a-small-step-and-a-giant-leap-for-india-in-space-5555038/
https://www.isro.gov.in/update/18-jan-2019/unnati-unispace-nanosatellite-assembly-training-isro
https://www.isro.gov.in/update/18-jan-2019/unnati-unispace-nanosatellite-assembly-training-isro
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=187571
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Q.63)  

Ans) c 

Exp) It was in news recently also it is gaining popularity among peoples of Urban area who 

can grow crops at their home in a soilless medium. 

Explanation) Statement 1 is correct. Hydroponics is a method for growing crops without 

soil where water serves as the substrate for growing the plants with the addition of fertilizers 

to supply the plant essential nutrients and promote its commercial success. 

Statement 2 is correct. In this method the plants are submerged in an oxygenated water 

based solution, which contains essential and minerals needed for healthy growth of plants.  

Statement 3 is incorrect. Plants grown using this technology are not free from diseases. 

examples of some diseases are. Root rot, Gray mold, Downy Mildew, Powdery Mildew, Iron 

deficiency. 

 

Source) https://www.thehindu.com/life-and-style/food/hydroponics-with-water-solutions-

for-your-kitchen-garden/article23322337.ece 

Subject) Science & Technology 

 

 

Q.64)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Question on microorganism and their use to mankind has been repeatedly asked in last 

many years.  

Explanation) Pair 1 is correct. In 1796, Dr Edward Jenner found that milkmaids infected 

with cowpox, a mild disease, did not get smallpox, a more deadly disease that only affects 

humans.  Smallpox killed about 35% of people who were infected and left many people who 

survived with terrible scars on their skin. Jenner used vaccinia virus invented the word 

‘vaccination’ and his discovery led to the science of immunology. 

Pair 2 is correct. Bacteria help in fermentation which helps in making different forms of 

dairy products from milk like curd, buttermilk, butter, cheese. Streptococcus is the most 

common genus of bacteria that are used in the commercial production of this product. 

Pair 3 is correct. Organic acids are commercially prepared using fungi. Acetobacter, 

Rhizopus, Penicillium are a few fungi that are used to ferment substrates such as fruits and 

sugar-containing syrups. Examples of acids that are derived and manufactured on a large-

scale using fungi are acetic acid, citric acid, gluconic acid, fumaric acid and lactic acid. 

 

Source) https://www.toppr.com/guides/biology/microorganisms/microorganisms-and-its-

uses/ 

Subject) Science & Technology  

 

 

Q.65)  

Ans) a 

Exp) This question tests the conceptual clarity in the similar way of a common environment 

terminology. 

Explanation) Option (a) is the correct answer. Thermal pollution is the degradation of water 

quality by a sudden change of its temperature. It can be a change that makes it suddenly 

hotter, for example from a discharge of very hot water from a manufacturing facility into a 

river or makes it dramatically colder from for example, releasing much colder water from 

behind a dam into a warmer water below. 

The primary source of thermal pollution is the discharge of heated water from power plants. 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/life-and-style/food/hydroponics-with-water-solutions-for-your-kitchen-garden/article23322337.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/life-and-style/food/hydroponics-with-water-solutions-for-your-kitchen-garden/article23322337.ece
https://www.toppr.com/guides/biology/microorganisms/microorganisms-and-its-uses/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/biology/microorganisms/microorganisms-and-its-uses/
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Source) https://greentumble.com/what-is-thermal-pollution/ 

Subject) Environment, Biodiversity and Climate Change 

 

 

Q.66)  

Ans) c 

Exp) In a time when more and more people are using the internet for all their needs, a 

company needs to know what people need, whom it can’t see. Here data mining can help 

them to make their product better and increase its reach. 

Explanation) Option (c) is the correct answer. Data mining is the practice of automatically 

searching large stores of data to discover patterns and trends that go beyond simple analysis. 

Data mining uses sophisticated mathematical algorithms to segment the data and evaluate 

the probability of future events. Data mining is also known as Knowledge Discovery in Data 

(KDD). The probability of data mining is: 

 Automatic discovery of patterns 

 Prediction of likely outcomes 

 Creation of actionable information 

 Focus on large data sets and databases 

Data mining can answer questions that cannot be addressed through simple query and 

reporting techniques. 

Using these features of data mining, tech companies mine actionable information from big 

data generated by billions of peoples around the clock and they use this information to 

customize their products and services for individual users. 

 

Source) 

https://docs.oracle.com/cd/B28359_01/datamine.111/b28129/process.htm#CHDFGCIJ 

Subject) Science and Technology 

 

 

Q.67)  

Ans) a 

Exp) IIT Madras team produces gas hydrates under ‘space’ conditions 

Explanation) Statement 1 is incorrect. The carbon dioxide hydrate produced in the lab 

raises the possibility of sequestering or storing carbon dioxide as hydrates by taking 

advantage of ice existing in environmental conditions favourable for hydrate formation. CO2 

hydrate is thermodynamically more stable than methane hydrate. So, if methane hydrate has 

remained stable for millions of years under the sea bed, it would be possible to sequester 

gaseous CO2 as solid hydrate under the sea bed 

Statement 2 is correct. Gas hydrates are formed when a gas such as methane gets trapped 

in well-defined cages of water molecules forming crystalline solids. In terrestrial conditions, 

gas hydrates are formed naturally under the sea bed and glaciers under high pressure, low 

temperature conditions. 

 

Source) https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/iit-madras-team-produces-gas-

hydrates-under-space-conditions/article25934300.ece 

Subject) Science and Technology  

 

 

 

 

 

https://greentumble.com/what-is-thermal-pollution/
https://docs.oracle.com/cd/B28359_01/datamine.111/b28129/process.htm#CHDFGCIJ
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/iit-madras-team-produces-gas-hydrates-under-space-conditions/article25934300.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/iit-madras-team-produces-gas-hydrates-under-space-conditions/article25934300.ece
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Q.68)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Option (d) is the correct answer. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad was the youngest to 

preside over Congress in 1923. He again presided over the congress in 1940. Hence, he has 

been the President of Congress for two times.  

 

Source) https://www.culturalindia.net/leaders/maulana-abul-kalam-azad.html 

Subject) Modern History  

 

 

Q.69)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Prime Minister Modi recently released the Dictionary of Martyrs of India’s Freedom 

Struggle (1857-1947). The dictionary would compile the names of martyrs. Any event or name 

mentioned here can be important. Also, questions on movements of the freedom struggle 

usually pop up in the exam. 

Explanation) Option (a) is correct. The Quit India Movement, also known as the August 

Movement, was launched in response to the failure of the Cripps Mission, rising food prices 

among many reasons. The Movement was ratified at the AICC meeting at Gowalia Tank in 

Bombay on August 8, 1942. 

It was here that Gandhiji gave the slogan ‘Do or die’. Some of the features of the movement 

are:  

Formation of parallel governments in many parts of the country such as Ballia, Satara, 

Midnapore. 

Option (b) is correct. In Tamluk, Midnapore district of Bengal, the Jatiya Sarkar was formed 

which undertook constructive work on Gandhian lines of constructive programme. They 

undertook cyclone relief work, organised an armed Vidyut Vahini and also gave grants to 

schools. The Jatiya Sarkar also worked for the setting up of arbitration courts that would 

help the masses seek fast redressal of their grievances 

Option (c) is correct. One of the unique features of the Quit India Movement was the absence 

of any communal clashes even when the Muslim mass participation was not very high. This 

showed that even though the movement must not have aroused much support from the 

majority of the community, it did not arouse any hostility either. 

Option (d) is incorrect. Princely states showed a low-key response in the participation in the 

Quit India Movement. Infact, many rendered help to the British government for their own 

independence and other vested interests 

 

Source) Bipan Chandra: India’s Struggle for Independence 

Subject) Modern History 

 

 

Q.70)  

Ans) c 

Exp) UPSC has been framing questions on religious terms especially Buddhism and Jainism, 

(2018: Sthanavasaki, in 2017: Sautantrika) 

Explanation) Option (c) is the correct answer. In the 4th century BC, Jainism split into two 

groups - the Digambaras and the Svetambaras due to difference in certain beliefs.  

The Digamabaras do not wear clothes as they believe that clothes, like other possessions, 

increase dependency and desire for material things and hence should be discarded. As 

women are not permitted to be nude, the female monks of the Digambara sect wear white 

and are referred to as aryikas. Hence, it is the male monks who alone can attain moksha.  

https://www.culturalindia.net/leaders/maulana-abul-kalam-azad.html
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Source) Spectrum: Facets of Indian Culture 

Subject) Ancient History 

 

 

Q.71)  

Ans) c 

Exp) UPSC throws surprise questions like in 2018, a question on the same lines was asked 

on the Hind Mazdoor Sabha. A book on The Bombay Plan edited by Sanjay Baru and Meghnad 

Desai was released in December 2018 

Explanation) Option (c) is the correct answer. The Bombay Plan (1944) was a plan for the 

economic development of India formulated by a group of influential businessmen which 

included J.R.D. Tata, G.D. Birla, Purushottamdas Thakurdas, Kasturbhai Lalbhai, Ardeshir 

Dalal, Lala Sri Ram, John Mathai and A.D. Shroff.  

Features of the plan 

 emphasis on the importance of basic 

industries for a smooth transition 

from agrarian to industrial economy 

 importance of government 

intervention and regulation 

 doubling output in the agriculture 

sector and a five-fold growth in the 

industrial sector 

Ashok Mehta was a freedom fighter and 

one of the founding members of the 

Congress Socialist Party in 1934. He was 

also actively involved in the Quit India 

Movement for which he was imprisoned 

for five years. He was also influential in 

reviving the declining Panchayati Raj 

system in the country.  

EMS Nambooridipad was a Communist 

leader who served as the first chief 

minister of the state of Kerala and 

ushered in a number of education and 

land reforms. He is the first Communist 

leader in India to head a popularly 

elected government.  

Ram Manohar Lohia was a socialist 

political leader who actively participated 

in the freedom struggle. He was 

instrumental in organising the secret 

Congress radio during the Quit India 

Movement of 1942.  

 

Source) https://www.thehindu.com/books/books-reviews/the-bombay-plan-blueprint-for-

economic-resurgence-review-the-plan-that-failed/article25751446.ece 

Subject) Modern History 

 

 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/books/books-reviews/the-bombay-plan-blueprint-for-economic-resurgence-review-the-plan-that-failed/article25751446.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/books/books-reviews/the-bombay-plan-blueprint-for-economic-resurgence-review-the-plan-that-failed/article25751446.ece
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Q.72)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Questions on art and architecture are frequently asked. A similar question was asked 

in 2018 about the Bara Imambara and Buland Darwaza. 

Explanation) Statement 1 is incorrect. Humayun’s Tomb was the first structure to use red 

sandstone on a very large scale but is located in Delhi (not Agra). Situated in Sikandra, 

Agra, Akbar’s tomb is made of red sandstone and has some designs and patterns done in 

white marble. 

Statement 2 is correct. Taj Mahal in Agra brought together in pleasing manner all the 

architectural forms developed by the Mughals. Shah Jahan extensively used pietra dura in 

the building of Taj Mahal along with the white marble. Other stones used in the building 

include yellow marble, jasper, and jade with red sandstone walls surrounding the building 

on three sides. 

Pietra Dura or Parchinkari refers to the 

technique of creating intricate designs in 

polished, coloured stones. 

 

Source) An Introduction to Indian Art - Class XI 

Subject) Art and Culture 

 

 

Q.73)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Option (d) is the correct answer. Eduardo Barbosa who visited India in 1516 CE, also 

gives a description of Hampi. He speaks of Krishnadeva Raya’s efficient administration, and 

the tolerance that existed in his empire. Barbosa pays tribute to Krishnadevaraya for the 

justice and equity prevailing in his empire 

Option (a) is incorrect. Ralph Fitch was among the first Englishmen to travel through India 

and Southeast Asia. He visited the court of Mughal emperor Akbar at Fatehpur Sikri, near 

Agra. 

Option (b) is incorrect. A French physician and traveller, Francois Bernier visited India 

during the reign of Mughal emperor, Shah Jahan. In his book “Travels in the Mughal Empire”, 

he writes about the various features of Mughal rule and vividly details the war of succession 

among the four sons of ShahJahan especially Dara Shikoh and Aurangzeb. Bernier also 

served as a personal physician of Dara and later got attached to Aurangzeb’s court for around 

twelve years. 

Option (c) is incorrect. Captain William Hawkins was sent to the court of Jahangir as a 

representative of the East India Company to secure trade concessions. Jahangir welcomed 

him warmly and granted the permission to set up a factory in Surat. He called him ‘English 

Khan’. 

Krishnadevaraya ascended the throne of 

Vijayanagara, a kingdom that covered 

the peninsular India with its capital at 

Hampi. Under Krishnadevaraya, the 

kingdom reached its zenith and became 

prosperous like never before. Domingo 

Paes, a Portuguese traveler, who visited 

the court of Krishnadevaraya, gives an 

account of the great persona of 

Krishnadevaraya. He says that the King 
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cherished his subjects and his solicitude 

for their welfare became proverbial. 

 

Source) Medieval India, Class XI 

Subject) Medieval History  

 

 

Q.74)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Questions on important works of art and paintings are asked directly, as in 2017 UPSC 

had asked a simple question on Padmapani. 

Explanation) Option (b) is the correct answer. The walls of the caves are decorated with 

Buddha and Boddhisattva images. They are of the apsidal-vault-roof variety. Cave No. 26 is 

very big, and the entire interior hall is carved with a variety of Buddha images, the biggest 

one being the Mahaparinibbana image. The image shows Buddha lying down with numerous 

celestial musicians above and the sorrowful figures of his followers below. 

 

Source) An Introduction to Indian Art - Class XI 

Subject) Ancient History  

 

 

Q.75)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Time and again UPSC has asked questions on British land revenue policy. Aspirant is 

expected to memorize such details thoroughly. 

Explanation) Option (c) is correct. The Permanent Settlement system was introduced in 

1793 by the then Governor General Lord Cornwallis on the recommendations of John Shore. 

It was introduced in the provinces of Bengal, Bihar, Orissa and Benaras. The main feature of 

the system was that Landlords or Zamindars were recognised as the owners of the land. 

Option (a) is incorrect. Zamindars were given hereditary rights of succession of the lands 

under them; they could also sell or transfer the land. As long as the zamindars paid the fixed 

revenue at the right time, their right of proprietorship would stay intact. 

Option (b) is incorrect. The Zamindar and not the British government was authorised to 

issue the tenant a patta or a title deed which described the area of the land given to him and 

the rent he had to pay the landlord. The zamindars deliberately chose not to issue the pattas 

because if they did, the farmers could file a case against the zamindars. Hence, to exploit the 

farmer the zamindars didn’t issue the pattas. 

Option (d) is incorrect. The amount to be paid by the landlords was fixed, viz.,10/11th 

portion of the revenue was to be kept for the government and the remaining, that is, 1/10th 

would be for the Zamindar. It was agreed that this would not increase in future even if there 

was surplus or scarcity. 

 

Source) Bipan Chandra: History of Modern India 

Subject) Modern History  

 

 

Q.76)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Reforms in civil services in the form of lateral entry, change in examination pattern 

makes news every day. In this context, one is expected to know about the history of the civils 

services in India. 
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Explanation) Statement 1 is correct. The Aitchison Commission on Public Services was 

set up in 1886 by the then Viceroy, Lord Dufferin. The main task of the Commission was to 

formulate a scheme for fulfilling the claims of Indians to higher and more extensive 

employment in public service. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. Hunter Commission (1882-83) is related to education reforms 

Statement 3 is correct. In 1924, another Commission called the Lee Commission was set 

up to consider the ethnic composition of the public services in India. 

Statement 4 is correct. Montague Chelmsford Reforms of 1919 sought to increase the 

participation of Indians in the administration of their country. The reforms also aimed at a 

gradual introduction of self-governing institutions in India. With the passing of the 

government of India Act, 1919, the Imperial Services were split into two - All India Services 

and Central Services. 

 

Source) Spectrum: A Brief History of Modern India 

Subject) Modern History 

 

 

Q.77)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Basic characteristics of the major lakes of India have long fascinated UPSC as 

manifested in several of CSE (P) papers. 

Explanation) Option (d) is the correct answer. All the above-mentioned lakes are brackish 

in their characteristics. Some other important brackish water lakes are - Pulicat, Sambhar, 

Vembanad, Chilika etc. 

 

Source) https://www.mapsofindia.com/maps/india/lakemap.htm 

Subject) Geography 

 

 

Q.78)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Flagship program of Government of India.  

Explanation) Statement 1 is correct. Both centre and state has funded it by providing 

various concession. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. Half of the tickets on one-hour flights under UDAN has a fare cap 

of Rs 2,500. 

Statement 3 is incorrect. concession on fuel tax also will be provided. 

 

Source) https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/columns/all-you-wanted-to-

know-about-udan/article22015943.ece1 

Subject) Social Schemes  

 

 

Q.79)  

Ans) a 

Exp) Option (a) is incorrect. The members were given the right to pose questions to the 

executive, they were not allowed to ask supplementary questions or even discuss the answers. 

This was provided for in the Indian Councils Act of 1909. 

Option (b) is correct. Increased the functions of the legislative councils; the members were 

given the right to ask questions on budget (which was barred in the Indian Councils Act 

1861). 

https://www.mapsofindia.com/maps/india/lakemap.htm
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/columns/all-you-wanted-to-know-about-udan/article22015943.ece1
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/columns/all-you-wanted-to-know-about-udan/article22015943.ece1
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Option (c) is correct. Increased the number of additional (non-official) members in the 

Central and provincial legislative councils but maintained the official majority in them. 

Option (d) is correct. The Act is most significant because it made a limited and an indirect 

provision for the use of election in filling up some of the non-official seats in the Central and 

provincial legislative councils. However, the word ‘election’ was not used in the Act. 

 

Source) Spectrum: A Brief History of Modern India 

Subject) Modern History  

 

 

Q.80)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Arrangement of events in chronological order of ancient, medieval, modern, and even 

post-independence times has always been asked. These questions are easy to attempt only if 

conceptual clarity and a good background knowledge of important events exists. 

Explanation) Option (d) is the correct answer. Formation of the East India Association in 

London - 1866: Organised by Dadabhai Naoroji to discuss issues of Indian subjects and to 

influence public men in England to promote Indian welfare. 

Setting up of Aitchison Committee on Public Services - 1886: By Lord Dufferin. The 

Committee recommended to drop the terms covenanted and uncovenanted; classification of 

civil services into Imperial Indian Service, Provincial Civil Service and Subordinate Service. 

The committee also recommended to raise the age limit to 23.  

Passing of the Indian Universities Act: 1904 - Based on the recommendations of the Raleigh 

Commission, the Indian Universities Act was passed according to which universities were to 

focus more on study and research; most fellows were to be nominated by the government, 

stricter conditions for affiliation of private colleges, etc. In all, greater control was established 

over universities and this was condemned by the nationalists.  

Gopal Krishna Gokhale founded the Servants of India Society in 1905. The objective of the 

society was to train national missionaries for the service of India; to prepare a cadre of selfless 

workers who could work for the country in true spirit; and to promote by all constitutional 

means, the true interests of the Indian people. 

 

Source) A Brief History of Modern India 

Subject) Modern History 

 

 

Q.81)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Living Planet Report 2018: Aiming Higher was released by WWF in collaboration with 

Zoological Society of London.  

Explanation) Statement 1 is correct. Living Planet Report 2018: Aiming Higher was released 

by WWF in collaboration with Zoological Society of London. 

Statement 2 is correct. Of all species that have gone extinct since 1500 AD, 75% were 

harmed by overexploitation or agriculture. Overexploitation and ever-expanding agriculture 

are driven by spiralling human consumption. Over the past 50 years our Ecological Footprint 

– a measure of our consumption of natural resources – has increased by about 190% 

Statement 3 is correct. The ability of ecosystems to renew themselves is called biocapacity. 

The biologically productive areas of Earth provide this service. 

The Ecological Footprint measures how much demand human consumption places on the 

biosphere. It is measured in standard units called global hectares. 
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Both the demand on this area – people’s Ecological Footprint – as well as biocapacity are 

measured in global hectares (gha), biologically productive hectares with world-average 

productivity.  

Together biocapacity and Ecological Footprint provide an empirical basis for determining 

whether humanity is living within the means of our planet, and how this relationship has 

been altered over time 

Source) 

https://wwf.panda.org/knowledge_hub/all_publications/living_planet_report_2018/Subjec

t) Environment, Biodiversity and Climate Change  

 

 

Q.82)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Statement 1 is incorrect 

The portion of the interior beyond the crust is called the mantle. The mantle extends from 

Moho’s discontinuity to a depth of 2900 kms. The upper portion of the mantle is called 

asthenosphere. 

 
The Lehmann discontinuity is the discontinuity between outer core and inner core. 

Statement 2 is incorrect 

Metamorphism is a process by which already consolidated rocks undergo recrystallization 

(not just crystallization) and reorganization of materials within original rocks. Types of 

Metamorphism: 

1. Dynamic Metamorphism: Mechanical disruption and reorganization of the original 

minerals within rocks due to breaking and crushing without any appreciable chemical 

changes. 

2. Thermal Metamorphism: The materials of rocks chemically alter and recrystallize 

(not crystallize) due to thermal metamorphism. It is of two types: 

 Contact Metamorphism: Rocks comes in contact with hot intruding magma and lava 

and rock materials recrystallize under high temperatures. Quiet often new materials 

from out of magma or lava are added to the rocks. 

 Regional Metamorphism: Rocks undergo recrystallization due to deformation caused 

by tectonic shearing together with high temperature or pressure or both. 

Statement 3 is correct 

While studying the ocean floor, scientists were expecting, if the ocean floors were as old as 

the continent, to have a complete sequence of sediments for a period of much longer duration. 

However, to their amazement, nowhere was the sediment column found to be older than 200 

million years. According to Harry Hess ‘Seafloor Spreading’ Hypothesis, ocean floor gets 

pushed due to volcanic eruptions at the crest and sinks down at the oceanic trenches and 

gets consumed. Therefore, the oceanic crusts are of younger age and the column of sediments 

on the ocean floor unexpectedly very thin. 

 

https://wwf.panda.org/knowledge_hub/all_publications/living_planet_report_2018/
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Source) NCERT, Fundamentals of Physical Geography, XI, Page 25, 33 and 43 

Subject) Geography 

 

 

Q.83)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Global Alliance for Clean Cookstoves (Clean Cooking Alliance), 2010 has been mentioned 

in the Economic Survey 2017-18 (Volume II, Chapter 5 - Sustainable Development, Energy 

and Climate Change, page 70) 

Clean Cooking Alliance and Tata Trusts has launched clean cooking campaign in Gujarat 

Explanation) Option (d) is the correct answer.  

The Global Alliance for Clean Cookstoves is a public-private partnership that seeks to save 

lives, improve livelihoods, empower women, and protect the environment by creating a 

thriving global market for clean and efficient household cooking solutions. The Global 

Alliance for Clean Cookstoves seeks to mobilize high-level national and donor commitments 

toward the goal of universal adoption of clean cookstoves and fuels. Its ambitious but 

achievable goal is to foster the adoption of clean cookstoves and fuels in 100 million 

households by 2020. The Alliance is mobilizing support from a wide range of private, public, 

and non-profit stakeholders. 

Established in 2010, the Alliance is driving consumer demand, mobilizing investment to build 

a pipeline of scalable businesses, and fostering an enabling environment that allows the 

sector to thrive. Clean cooking transforms lives by improving health, protecting the climate 

and environment, empowering women, and helping consumers save time and money. 

 

Source) https://www.cleancookingalliance.org/about/news/02-01-2019-clean-cooking-

alliance-and-tata-trusts-launch-clean-cooking-campaign-in-gujarat.html 

https://www.who.int/life-course/partners/clean-cookstoves/en/ 

Subject) Environment, Biodiversity and Climate Change 

 

 

Q.84)  

Ans) d 

Exp) It was in news recently as it can be used for anti-counterfeit measures in various 

industries i.e. Manufacturing, Pharmaceutical etc., whereas it can also be used for tracking 

children's and old people at religious gathering. 

Explanation) Option (d) is the correct answer.  

It can be used in various areas 

 Tracking of peoples. It was used as a identification tags to track child pilgrims by 

Kerala police during pilgrimage to Ayyappa Temple in 2017 

 Hospitals. RFID has three primary uses in the medical field: Tracking equipment, 

Tracking patients and tracking staff. 

 Banking Operations. 

 Pharmaceutical Industry. 

 Smart Grid operation.  

RFID Tags is an acronym for Radio 

frequency Identification and refers to a 

technology whereby digital data encoded 

in RFID tags or smart labels are 

captured by a reader via radio waves. 

RFID tag data can be read outside the 

https://www.cleancookingalliance.org/about/news/02-01-2019-clean-cooking-alliance-and-tata-trusts-launch-clean-cooking-campaign-in-gujarat.html
https://www.cleancookingalliance.org/about/news/02-01-2019-clean-cooking-alliance-and-tata-trusts-launch-clean-cooking-campaign-in-gujarat.html
https://www.who.int/life-course/partners/clean-cookstoves/en/
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line of sight.  

A RFID system consists of three 

components. 

 RFID tag 

 RFID reader 

 Antenna 

RFID tag contains an integrated circuit 

and an antenna, which are used to 

transmit data to the RFID reader. 

 
 

Source) https://www.rfidjournal.com/faq/show?56 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/identification-tag-to-track-child-

pilgrims/article21386152.ece# 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/microchips-rfid-radio-frequency-

identification-technology-tracking-lives/article26436045.ece 

Subject) Science and Technology 

 

 

Q.85)  

Ans) a 

Exp) In recent times Supreme Court of India has reprimanded the Government of Haryana 

as more than 30 Aravalli Hills vanished from the landscape due to illegal mining of minerals. 

Explanation) Statement 1 is correct. The Aravalli Range, an eroded stub of ancient 

mountains, is the oldest range of fold mountains in the world. In ancient times, Aravalli 

were extremely high but since have worn down almost completely by millions of years of 

weathering. Aravalli, being the old fold mountains, have stopped growing higher due to the 

cessation of upward thrust caused by the stopping of movement of the tectonic plates in the 

Earth's crust below them. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. North-to-south flowing rivers like Luni and Sabarmati, originate 

from the western slopes of Aravalli range in Rajasthan, pass through the south-eastern 

portion of the Thar Desert, and end into Gujarat. 

Luni River, originates in the Pushkar valley near Ajmer, ends in the marshy lands of Rann 

of Kutch. 

Sabarmati River, originates on the western slopes of Aravalli range of the Udaipur District, 

end into the Gulf of Cambay of Arabian Sea. 

West to north-east flowing rivers, originating from the eastern slopes of Aravalli range in 

Rajasthan, flow northwards to Yamuna. 

Chambal River, a southern-side tributary of Yamuna river. 

Banas River, a northern-side tributary of Chambal river. 

The Mahi is a river in western India. It rises in Madhya Pradesh and, after flowing through 

the Vagad region of Rajasthan, enters Gujarat and flows into the Arabian Sea.  

Statement 3 is incorrect. The mining contractors pump water out of the pits to dig as deep 

as possible, until they puncture the aquifer. This is the reason that the deep depressions 

https://www.rfidjournal.com/faq/show?56
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/identification-tag-to-track-child-pilgrims/article21386152.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/identification-tag-to-track-child-pilgrims/article21386152.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/microchips-rfid-radio-frequency-identification-technology-tracking-lives/article26436045.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/microchips-rfid-radio-frequency-identification-technology-tracking-lives/article26436045.ece
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retain water throughout the year, say geologists. The red Badarpur sand (for which the miners 

dig as deep as the water table) is found under the rocks and has tendency to retain water. 

Removal of this layer of sand exposes the groundwater. This is done illegally.  

 

Source) https://blog.forumias.com/7pm-i-case-of-aravalli-destruction/ 

Subject) Geography  

 

 

Q.86)  

Ans) c 

Exp) It was in news recently and UPSC has previously asked this type of questions. 

Explanation) Option (c) is the correct answer. A species of wood snake (Xylophis indicus) that 

wasn’t seen for 140 years has resurfaced in a survey conducted by scientists in the 

Meghamalai Wildlife sanctuary in Theni district, Tamil Nadu. 

 

Source) https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/wood-snake-last-

seen-in-1878-rediscovered-by-scientists/article26505577.ece 

Subject) Science and Technology  

 

 

Q.87)  

Ans) b 

Exp) Extended winters this year due to Arctic Blast from Polar Vortex  

Explanation) Statement 1 is incorrect. The polar vortex is a large area of low pressure and 

cold air surrounding both of the Earth’s poles.  

Statement 2 is correct. It always exists near the poles but weakens in summer and 

strengthens in winter.  

Statement 3 is incorrect. The term "vortex" refers to the counter-clockwise flow of air that 

helps keep the colder air near the Poles. Many times, during winter in the northern 

hemisphere, the polar vortex will expand, sending cold air southward with the jet stream (see 

graphic above). This occurs fairly regularly during wintertime and is often associated with 

large outbreaks of Arctic air in the United States.  The term “polar vortex” has only recently 

been popularized, bringing attention to a weather feature that has always been present. It is 

also not a feature that exists at the Earth’s surface. Weather forecasters examine the polar 

vortex by looking at conditions’ tens of thousands of feet up in the atmosphere; however, 

when we feel extremely cold air from the Arctic regions at Earth’s surface, it is sometimes 

associated with the polar vortex. This is not confined to the United States. Portions of Europe 

and Asia also experience cold surges connected to the polar vortex. 

 

Source) National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 

Subject) Geography 

 

 

Q.88)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Important environment related campaigns and initiatives are often asked by UPSC in 

CSE (P). 

Explanation) Option (c) is the correct answer. UN Environment is leading a global campaign 

to #SolveDifferent. This campaign will focus on an informative and emotive approach to 

communicating the environmental cost of key consumption and production models. 

 

https://blog.forumias.com/7pm-i-case-of-aravalli-destruction/
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/wood-snake-last-seen-in-1878-rediscovered-by-scientists/article26505577.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/wood-snake-last-seen-in-1878-rediscovered-by-scientists/article26505577.ece
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Source) https://www.solvedifferent.eco/ 

Subject) Environment, Biodiversity and Climate Change  

 

 

Q.89)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Questions on Political organisations and their founders have been a favorite of the UPSC. 

Hence, candidate is advised to be thorough with all the organisations especially ones that 

pre-date the Indian National Congress. 

Explanation) Pair 1 is correct. Described as “the first organisation of Bengal with distinct 

political object”, the Landholders Society was formed in 1836 by the efforts of Dwarkanath 

Tagore, Prasanna Kumar Tagore, Radhakant Deb, Ramkamal Sen and Bhabani Charan 

Mitra. It was also known as the Zamindari association and as the name suggests was founded 

to safeguard the interests of the landlords. 

Pair 2 is incorrect. Indian League was founded in 1875 in Calcutta by a noted journalist of 

the time, Sisir Kumar Ghosh. The main aim of the league was to develop a feeling of 

nationalism among the common people and also to educate the people on political issues.  

Pair 3 is correct. Indian Association of Calcutta was established in 1876 by Surendranath 

Bannerjee and Ananda Mohan Bose. These younger nationalists were discontented with the 

conservative and pro-landlord policies of the earlier organisations such as the British Indian 

Association. The main objective of the Indian Association was to unite the Indian masses for 

a common political programme and to create a strong public opinion on political questions. 

 

Source) Spectrum: A Brief History of Modern India 

Subject) Modern History  

 

 

Q.90)  

Ans) c 

Relevance) Places in news. 

Exp) Pair 1 is incorrect. Hanoi: North Korea Leader Kim Jong Un met with US President 

Donald Trump in the second summit in Hanoi (Capital city of Vietnam) to seek commitment 

for improved bilateral relations and partial sanctions relief while trying to minimize any 

concessions on his nuclear facilities and weapons. 

Pair 2 is correct. India aims to establish a naval base at the Assumption Island in Seychelles. 

However, it has hit many roadblocks. The most important concern as cited by the opposition 

is Assumption Island’s relative proximity to the Aldabra atoll, a UNESCO world heritage site 

that is home to the world’s largest population of giant tortoises. 

Pair 3 is incorrect. It is the capital city of Iraqi Kurdistan and the most populated city in the 

Kurdish inhabited areas. It is located approximately in the centre of Iraqi Kurdistan region 

and north of Iraq. It is located close to Kirkuk and Mosul. The ISIS had relentlessly tried to 

capture this town. In March 2019 UN and EU launched jobs project in Erbil to benefit Iraqis 

impacted by conflict. 

Pair 4 is incorrect. The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict is a territorial and ethnic conflict between 

Armenia and Azerbaijan over the disputed region of Nagorno-Karabakh and seven 

surrounding districts, which are de facto controlled by the self-declared Republic of Artsakh 

but are internationally recognized as de jure part of Azerbaijan. 

 

Source) https://indianexpress.com/article/world/hanoi-summit-kim-jong-un-boards-

train-to-meet-donald-trump-5598406/ 

https://www.solvedifferent.eco/
https://indianexpress.com/article/world/hanoi-summit-kim-jong-un-boards-train-to-meet-donald-trump-5598406/
https://indianexpress.com/article/world/hanoi-summit-kim-jong-un-boards-train-to-meet-donald-trump-5598406/
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https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/blogs/et-commentary/many-roadblocks-

uncertainty-over-assumption-island 

http://www.rudaw.net/english/kurdistan/200220191 

https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2019/03/13/armenias-untimely-preconditions-on-nagorno-

karabakh-conflict/ 

Subject) Geography  

 

 

Q.91)  

Ans) c 

Exp) This is one of the surprise types of question that UPSC asks. It can be done based on 

some awareness about events that have been landmarks in some way or the other. 

Explanation) Option (c) is the correct answer.  

1. Establishment of the first linguistic state in India - 1953 

3. Green Revolution – 1960s  

4. ICDS launch – 1975  

2. Arunachal Pradesh full-fledged State - 1987 

 

Source) Post Independence Consolidation in India – Bipan Chandra  

Subject) Modern History 

 

 

Q.92)  

Ans) d  

Exp) Supreme Court recent verdict on Section 377, where it toned down the provisions of the 

section.   

Explanation) Option (d) is the correct answer.  

The Section 377 remained antithetical to Fundamental Rights of the LGBTQ community, 

including: 

Article 14: The Section violated the Principle of Equal protection of Law and treated a 

particular community differently as compared to the citizenry which is challenges the 

constitutional morality. 

Article 15: The Section empowered the State to discriminate a group on the basis of their 

sexual inclinations. 

Article 21: The Section curtails the ‘right to live a dignified life’ with remains the cornerstone 

of modern liberal democracy. 

Section 377 of the IPC states, 

“Unnatural offences.—Whoever 

voluntarily has carnal intercourse 

against the order of nature with any 

man, woman or animal, shall be 

punished with imprisonment for life, or 

with imprisonment of either description 

for a term which may extend to ten 

years, and shall also be liable to fine. 

 

Source) https://www.news18.com/news/india/section-377-fundamental-rights-of-

individuals-at-the-heart-of-the-debate-1869573.html 

Subject) Polity 

Topic) Fundamental Rights  

Nature of the question) E / SL / CA / C 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/blogs/et-commentary/many-roadblocks-uncertainty-over-assumption-island
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/blogs/et-commentary/many-roadblocks-uncertainty-over-assumption-island
http://www.rudaw.net/english/kurdistan/200220191
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2019/03/13/armenias-untimely-preconditions-on-nagorno-karabakh-conflict/
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2019/03/13/armenias-untimely-preconditions-on-nagorno-karabakh-conflict/
https://www.news18.com/news/india/section-377-fundamental-rights-of-individuals-at-the-heart-of-the-debate-1869573.html
https://www.news18.com/news/india/section-377-fundamental-rights-of-individuals-at-the-heart-of-the-debate-1869573.html
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Q.93)  

Ans) a 

Relevance) There has been repeated question on economic indicators and the offices 

releasing them. Also, there has been many controversies regarding the credibility of data.  

Explanation) Option (a) is the correct answer. WPI is released from the office of Economic 

adviser. National Family Health and Survey Periodic Labour Force Survey are released by 

NSSO.  

Rest all of them are released by the office of CSO.  

 

Source) http://mospi.nic.in/data 

Subject) Economy  

 

 

Q.94)  

Ans) c 

Exp) Kuno- Palpur wildlife sanctuary recently got national park status also it was in news for 

translocation of few of the lions from Gir national park post the demise of lions due to CDV. 

Also, it was considered a potential site for the reintroduction of cheetah in India. 

Explanation) Option (c) is the correct answer. Kuno national park is located in Sheopur 

District of Madhya pradesh. The main predators occurring in the protected area are Indian 

leopard, jungle cat, sloth bear, dhole, Indian wolf, golden jackal, striped hyena and Bengal 

fox. 

 

Source) https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhopal/madhya-pradesh-kuno-notified-

as-national-park-path-clear-for-gir-lions/articleshow/67227362.cms 

Subject) Environment, Biodiversity and Climate Change  

 

 

Q.95)  

Ans) b 

Relevance) Hubble Space Telescope found the perfect circle surrounding a galaxy cluster.  

Exp) Statement 1 and 2 are correct. The ring is created as the light from distant objects, 

like galaxies pass by an extremely large mass like another galaxy cluster. The light from the 

galaxy is diverted and distorted around the massive intervening cluster and forced to travel 

along many different light paths toward earth, making it seem as though the galaxy is in 

several places at once. Thus, the Einstein ring itself shows that the extremely large mass of 

galaxies has warped space- time fabric causing light to bend. 

According to general relativity, gravity causes deflection of light by the gravitational field of a 

massive body. In this case a galaxy bends the light emanating from a galaxy that is directly 

behind it, focusing the otherwise divergent light into a visible ring. 

Statement 3 is correct. An important example of the gravitational lens effect is the Einstein 

ring phenomenon. The ring is named after Albert Einstein, who wrote his theory of general 

relativity in the early 1900s. In it, he suggested that a massive object would warp space and 

time. This process is known today as a gravitational lens. 

 

Source) https://www.nasa.gov/image-feature/goddard/2018/hubble-finds-an-einstein-

ring/ 

http://hyperphysics.phy-astr.gsu.edu/hbase/Astro/einring.html 

www.theguardian.com/science/2007/apr/15/spaceexploration.universe 

Subject) Science and Technology 

 

http://mospi.nic.in/data
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhopal/madhya-pradesh-kuno-notified-as-national-park-path-clear-for-gir-lions/articleshow/67227362.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhopal/madhya-pradesh-kuno-notified-as-national-park-path-clear-for-gir-lions/articleshow/67227362.cms
https://www.nasa.gov/image-feature/goddard/2018/hubble-finds-an-einstein-ring/
https://www.nasa.gov/image-feature/goddard/2018/hubble-finds-an-einstein-ring/
http://hyperphysics.phy-astr.gsu.edu/hbase/Astro/einring.html
http://www.theguardian.com/science/2007/apr/15/spaceexploration.universe
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Q.96) 

Ans) b  

Exp) The recent Budget saw the revision of the F.D. targets and the trend analysis has been 

asked multiple time in Prelims.  

Explanation) Statement 1 is incorrect.  

 
As clear from the diagram tax receipts are way higher than the non-tax receipts. 

Statement 2 is correct.  

 
 

Source) PIB, Economic Times 

Subject) Economy  

 

 

Q.97)  

Ans) a  

Exp) Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched today One Nation, One Card for transport 

mobility at a function in Ahmedabad on 4th March.  

Explanation) Option (a) is the correct answer. India’s First Indigenously Developed Payment 

Eco-system for transport consisting of National Common Mobility Card (NCMC), SWEEKAR 

(Swachalit Kiraya: Automatic Fare Collection System) and SWAGAT (Swachalit Gate) is based 

on NCMC Standards. 

These are bank issued cards on Debit/Credit/Prepaid card product platform. The customer 

may use this single card for payments across all segments including metro, bus, suburban 

railways, toll, parking, smart city and retail. 

 

Source) http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=189179 

Subject) Economy 

 

 

Q.98)  

Ans) c 

Exp) BDA, 2002 was in news due to Divya Pharmacy case in Uttarakhand. Legislations 

related to environment requires detailed reading in context with current affairs as the same 

is often tested by the UPSC in CSE (P). 

Explanation) Statement 1 is correct. FEBS is defined in the Act. “Fair and equitable benefit-

sharing” is one of the objectives of the UN Convention on Biological Diversity and the FAO 

International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. In essence, benefit-

sharing holds that countries, farmers, and indigenous communities that grant access to their 

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=189179
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plant genetic resources and/or traditional knowledge should share in the benefits that users 

derive from these resources. 

Statement 2 is incorrect. The Act covers the traditional knowledge in the preamble itself. It 

also provides for issues related to traditional knowledge under the umbrella of associated 

knowledge within various provisions of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002. Rules, 2004 

Statement 3 is incorrect. Under Section 7 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 the Indian 

industry is required to give prior intimation to the concerned State Biodiversity Board (SBB) 

about obtaining the biological resources for commercial utilization. 

 

Source) https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/economy/patanjali-judgement-can-have-

ramifications-beyond-uttarakhand-62629 

http://www.moef.nic.in/division/national-biodiversity-authority-nba 

Subject) Environment, Biodiversity and Climate Change  

 

 

Q.99)  

Ans) d 

Exp) It was in news recently as Oxytocin was banned by government due to to its misuse by 

dairy farmers but delhi HC quashed the ban as it was important to induce labour in pregnant 

womens (Life saver drug for them). 

Explanation) Statement 1 is correct. Oxytocin is naturally occurring and is also known as 

love hormone or cuddle drug. It is released during labour to facilitate delivery and breast 

feeding and other material instincts. 

Statement 2 is correct. Oxytocin is basically a reproductive hormone found in all mammals 

. it acts primarily as a neurotransmitter in the brain and figures largely in female 

reproduction, sexual and emotional behaviour.  

Statement 3 is correct. The indiscriminate use of oxytocin injections by farmers have been 

causing health hazards. This hormone is used by many farmers to plump up vegetables like 

bottle gourds, pumpkins, cucumbers. They inject their veggies in early stages with oxytocin 

so that their produce can be bigger and greener in comparison to normal natural sizes to 

attract consumers. 

Statement 4 is correct. As oxytocin stimulates lactation in cattle, dairy farmers inject the 

drug indiscriminately to increase milk production. 

Recently Delhi HC quashes the 

Government ban on manufacture of 

Oxytocin as it is a life saver for women, 

as doctors use it to induce labour in 

pregnant women and to stem 

postpartum bleeding. 

 

Source) https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/Steroids-hormones-make-veggies-

fruits-harmful/articleshow/52677726.cms 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/reconsider-the-ban/article24575834.ece 

Subject) Science and Technology 

 

 

Q.100)  

Ans) d 

Exp) Women welfare and empowerment is an important aspect today. Also, most of the 

government schemes of late are targeting women welfare  

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/economy/patanjali-judgement-can-have-ramifications-beyond-uttarakhand-62629
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/economy/patanjali-judgement-can-have-ramifications-beyond-uttarakhand-62629
http://www.moef.nic.in/division/national-biodiversity-authority-nba
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/Steroids-hormones-make-veggies-fruits-harmful/articleshow/52677726.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/Steroids-hormones-make-veggies-fruits-harmful/articleshow/52677726.cms
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/reconsider-the-ban/article24575834.ece
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Explanation) Statement 1 is correct. The scheme seeks prohibition in trafficking of women. 

It also provides for rescue and rehabilitation of women who has suffered from trafficking.  

Statement 2 is correct. The scheme aims to provide free LPGs to BPL family. It provides for 

women welfare in two ways: 

i) It reduces the risk women face to go out and collect Woodstock at inconvenient times and 

from far flung places.  

ii) it provides for less health risks compared to when coal/wood is used, whose deadly fumes 

can be detrimental to the health of women.  

Statement 3 is correct. The scheme provides for health and hygiene of women. It also 

provide a safety net for women; earlier women were vulnerable to harassment and physical 

misconduct on their way to open defacation.  

 

Source) http://www.wcd.nic.in/schemes/ujjawala-comprehensive-scheme-prevention-

trafficking-and-rescue-rehabilitation-and-re 

http://www.pmujjwalayojana.com/ 

https://sbm.gov.in/ 

Subject) Social Schemes 

 

 

http://www.wcd.nic.in/schemes/ujjawala-comprehensive-scheme-prevention-trafficking-and-rescue-rehabilitation-and-re
http://www.wcd.nic.in/schemes/ujjawala-comprehensive-scheme-prevention-trafficking-and-rescue-rehabilitation-and-re
http://www.pmujjwalayojana.com/
https://sbm.gov.in/

